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                      I have always thought that the PCHS library, The Edward Broadhead Library, was a very good 
library for those interested in local, area and regional history.  It was on par with the public library’s 
collection on the same subjects and served the needs of both our membership and the general 
public well.  I don’t feel that way any more.  Father William P. Doll, a charter and long standing 
member of the PCHS recently made a donation to our library.  Many of you will remember Fr. Doll 
from his service to the Catholic community in Pueblo, both in local parishes and with the Pueblo 
Diocese.  Some of you may remember Fr. Doll as a active member in the Pueblo County Historical 
Society.  His last service was in the community of Holly.  When Fr. Doll decided to retire and relo-
cate to Minnesota he donated his library to us.  We had no idea of the size of the collection, only 
that it was located in Holly and ready for us to pick up.  Members Bill Crain and Ken Clark made the 
trip  to eastern Colorado to pick up the books.  To their amazement and later to ours was the size of 
the collection.  98 boxes of well packed books, over 2,000 books, over 150 periodicals, journals and 
historical reviews.  There were first editions dating back to the late 1800’s, historical reviews from 
the early 20th century, some with a small printing of less than 500.  And best of all the collection 
was in outstanding shape.  One of the books I looked through was the Journal of Jacob Fowler, 
published in 1888 and a first edition.  To say the gift from Fr. Doll is a valuable addition to our li-
brary would be a gross understatement.  It is priceless, and the Edward Broadhead Library is now, 
in my opinion, the finest research library of local, area and regional history around.  We all owe a 
debt of gratitude to Father William P. Doll for his judicious acquisition over the years of some truly 
outstanding books.  The William P. Doll Collection will be ready for viewing soon.  —Dwight Hunter                                                                                                           
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PUEBLO and the 1918 INFLUENZA PANDEMIC 
The Influenza Virus Arrives In Pueblo 

 
By Ione Miller 

 

 
The following is the second in a series of monthly articles on how the deadly  
influenza virus made its way to Pueblo and how this community was affected  

by the 1918 Influenza Pandemic. 
 

 
As early as September 20, 1918, Pueblo City Physician Dr. W.E. Buck had informed the com-

munity that they must guard against the Spanish Influenza which was breaking out across the 
country. His remarks included the dangers of coughing or expectorating in public places.  

 

On October 3rd Dr. Buck made the announcement, “Pueblo must wage a vigorous war 
against Spanish Influenza and do it without delay.” This alert accompanied the feared news that six 
cases of the virus were already known and there was fear that there others in addition to those 
identified. A meeting was scheduled for the special committees of the Pueblo Medical Association 
to make plans for enlisting all the medical profession in a battle against the threat. 

 

 Among other actions taken at that time was the order that all physicians were “not only re-
quested, but required” to report every case of the flue (sic). Teachers in all the schools were to be 
drilled so they could “properly impart the doctrine of prevention to the students.” The Four Minute 
Men would be asked to give attention to the subject in all their addresses.1 

 

PUEBLO – 8000 MARCH IN LIBERTY LOAN PARADE  In his interview with the 
newspaper on the evening of October 2nd, Red Cross Chairman R.S. Gast had sug-
gested that it might be wise to close the schools and other public gathering plac-
es. Unfortunately, probably the largest public gathering Pueblo had ever wit-
nessed had occurred just the previous evening (October 1st) when reportedly 8000 
“true blue Americans” marched down Pueblo’s streets in a Liberty Loan Parade 
with an estimated 50,000 cheering spectators. The Parade Marshal was Dr. R.W. 
Corwin, accompanied by nearly every business, professional and social dignitary 
of the city.2 Such parades and rallies were common across the country as commu-
nities felt under the pressure to prove their patriotism by meeting Liberty Loan 
quotas.  All of this took place in spite of early warnings to the community in regard 
to the spread of the Spanish Influenza across the country. 

 

NATIONALLY, CROWDS GATHER IN SPITE OF GROWING DANGER. Less than two 
weeks later, another special day, Liberty Loan Day, was announced nation-wide in 
an effort to boost subscriptions. Many planned-for parades across the county 
were cancelled due to the epidemic but the one in New York City went on as 
scheduled. President Woodrow Wilson himself traveled from Washington D.C. to 
lead the parade, which drew millions of New Yorkers to cheer the marchers. 

 

In Pueblo, Dr. Buck,  giving recognition to the history of the disease, explained that the in-
fluenza that was so prevalent all across the county was the same as that which had visited Pueblo 
in the years 1889 and 1890, but which was now much more severe than in the past. 

 

AN ORDER BY CITY COMMISSIONERS was announced in the October 4th edition of The 
Pueblo Chieftain. The report was issued the previous day by the commissioners following a meet-
ing held at the Commerce Club attended by medical men and citizens in “considerable numbers.” ______________________________ 
 

1Note: The “Four Minute Men” were a group of volunteers authorized by President Wilson and organized by George Creel of the 
Committee on Public Information. Well known local figures were enlisted to give four minute patriotic and supportive speeches, 
from topics and speaking points supplied to them by the national committee. Pueblo figures such as Dr. Richard Corwin and John 
F. Keating were members of this group.  See Wikipedia.org/wiki/Four_Minute_Men. for more information on the nation-wide 
organization. 
2The Pueblo Chieftain, October 2, 1918, pp. 1-2.  
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Spitting on sidewalks ordinance to be rigidly enforced. 

All public meetings must be postponed. 
Children must not congregate on streets or walks to play. 

No theaters, no schools, lodges, churches, pool halls, dance 
halls or public meetings. 

No loafing in the stores when making purchases. 
No special sales in stores. 

All pupils will report to school this morning but will be sent 
home after a lecture concerning disease. 

 
 

AN ORDER BY CITY COMMISSIONERS was announced in the October 4th edition of The 
Pueblo Chieftain. The report was issued the previous day by the commissioners following a meet-
ing held at the Commerce Club attended by medical men and citizens in “considerable numbers.” 
The order was published as a legal notice and while acknowledging that the city was facing a dan-
gerous situation, no mention was made of epidemic proportions in Pueblo. It was stated that the 
disease had become epidemic in various sections of the United States and even in several cities in 
Colorado. 

 

 The order and the legal notice from the commissioners carried the following restrictions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Citizens were urged to do their shopping by telephone as much as possible, but when nec-

essary to be in stores they should make their purchases as quickly as possible. The commission-
ers recognized that such orders would present not only an inconvenience, all also a hardship, es-
pecially a financial loss to businesses affected. An optimistic prediction followed that those who 
sustained loss on account of the restrictions would be liberally patronized by an appreciative pub-
lic when the ban was removed. 

 

An editorial of the same day supported the actions taken and, citing the experience of Colo-
rado Springs and other cities and towns across Colorado, predicted that Pueblo’s prompt action 
could reduce the chances of such a danger here. In regards to the closing of businesses, the writer 
felt confident that closure would prove less disruptive that what an epidemic would cause. Caution 
was expressed that it was not a time for excitement or alarm, but rather “Let us show our good 
sense and intelligence by making, each one of us, himself the guardian of his own health and that 
of his neighbors.” 

 

LOCAL PHYSICIANS, NURSES AND CITIZENS meeting at the Commerce Club the same day 
issued the following proclamation: 

 

1. Avoid needless crowding—influenza is a crowd disease. (One can only     
speculate what might have happened if this had gone out two days earlier—
before the scheduled bond rally—or if it was deliberately delayed so as not 
to interfere.) 

2. Smother your coughs and sneezes. Others do not want the germs which 
you would throw away. 

3. Your nose, not your mouth, was made to breathe thru (sic). 
4. Remember the three “Cs”—a clean mouth, a clean heart and clean clothes. 
5. Try to keep cool when you walk and warm when you ride and sleep. 
6. Your fate may be in your hands—wash your hands before eating. 
7. Open the windows at home and at the office. 
8. Don’t let the waste product of digestion accumulate—drink a glass or two 

of water on getting up. 
9. Don’t use a napkin, towel, spoon, fork, glass or cup which has been used 

by another person and not washed. 
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9. Don’t use a napkin, towel, spoon, fork, glass or cup which has been used 
by another person and not washed. 

10. Avoid tight clothes—tight shoes—tight gloves—seek to make nature your 
ally, not your prisoner. 

11. When the air is pure breathe all of it you can—breathe deeply. 
12. Food will win the war—chew your’s (sic) well.” 

 

Several new cases of flu were reported, for a total of eight known cases, but none of them at 
that time gave indications of proving fatal.  

 

MANY PUEBLO SERVICEMEN WERE TO DIE OF THE FLU OR PNEUMONIA. In addition to 
those previously listed, another name was added to the list of Pueblo servicemen to die of the flu, 
that of Walter Lasater, who died at Camp Humphrey, Virginia.  A few days later, word was received 
of another Pueblo soldier, Lee Tillman, dying of flu at Officers’ Training Camp, Camp Grant, Illinois. 
Shortly after that came the notice of the influenza death of Henry A. Davis at a training camp in Lin-
coln, Nebraska and a day later came the news that Leslie D. Newton had died of pneumonia in 
France on September 20th. On October 20th, Asbury White (of the White-Davis Store) reported the 
family had received notice of the death of their son, Lieutenant Asbury M. White in France. He was 
connected with the Red Cross ambulance service and had died of pneumonia. Later in the month it 
was reported that Anthony Verant, 23, had at Camp McArthur, Texas, after a short illness. 

 

PUEBLO FACED WITH A SHORTAGE OF DOCTORS. Concern was voiced over the fact that 
fully one-third of the Pueblo’s eighty physicians had left the city for war service. Although addition-
al local nurses had been sent to Colorado Springs in response to the need there, it was hoped that 
no more would be sent from here. Within a short time, retired doctors, nurses and other medical 
workers would volunteer or be called upon to return to work to help care for the mounting number 
of victims. 

 

THE RED CROSS REDIRECTS ITS EFFORTS. It was at this time that the local Red Cross was 
enlisted, anticipating the inability of local health authorities to cope with the disease.  Robert Gast, 
Pueblo attorney, was chairman of the local chapter and Mrs. William (Mabel) Henry was the secre-
tary. Previously mobilized to aid in the war effort, most communities had active local chapters al-
ready in place. Within a short time, at the request of the surgeon general and under the direction of 
the Mountain Division of the American Red Cross, the local group was reorganized to meet the 
threatening emergency. The newly organized board was headed by Dr. W.H.T. Baker, chairman, 
B.F. Schribner, secretary, with members, Dr. Fred Heller, Dr. J.J. Pattee, C.B. Carlile, J.W. Ken-
nerley and R.S. Gast. One of the first tasks given to volunteer workers was to switch from rolling 
bandages to making gauze masks, which would later prove to have been ineffective as a barrier to 
the microscopic virus. Within a short time they were also making “pneumonia jackets.” Different 
social groups that had canceled their regular activities called upon their members to instead report 
to the Red Cross rooms and use their time there. 

 

October 5th.  Nine new cases were reported, for a total of 15 – all cases were promptly quar-
antined.  As might be expected with such new and broad restrictions, not everyone was immediate-
ly in compliance. Dr. Buck reported that one business house failed to obey the order but then 
promised they would do so the next week, to which he responded, “You will do it right now,” and 
they did. Officers were sent to close a dance hall and a lodge was notified by telephone that they 
were to close immediately. The newspaper reporter added, “There is no power on earth so great as 
that of the health department in such a crisis and most people recognize this.” 

 

In addition to the original restrictions, Dr. Buck issued an order to the street car company 
that all windows in closed cars must be kept open. Future restrictions would limit the number of 
riders to avoid crowding and require drivers to pass up those waiting at stops if the car was al-
ready full.  

 

EVERYDAY LIFE CHANGES IN PUEBLO. The City Briefs sections of the newspapers for the 
next few days were filled with notices of postponement or cancellation of all types of activities.   
Social clubs, church groups, fraternal organizations, business and training schools and civic      
organizations all seemed to be quickly making adjustments in their regular activities. The McClel-
land Public Library was closed and would remain so until the Spanish Influenza quarantine was 
raised. The paper stated that many patrons expressed disappointment that they were unable to ex-



______________________________ 
 

3Note: Researchers have always found it extremely difficult to report exact numbers of influenza deaths. Individual Death Certifi-
cates with this information, because of confidentiality laws, are not available to the general public. Many deaths were reported as 
pneumonia or “after a few days illness.” In all likelihood these deaths were due to influenza, but were not listed as such. There is 
a good possibility that not all flu deaths were reported, especially in rural areas or where funeral and burial costs posed a hardship 
on families. Newspapers were not consistent in the manner of reporting deaths and in many instances family written obituaries 
provided more detailed information. In this article the listing of death from influenza is based upon either the Death or Obituary 
notices.  It is hoped that the data base being compiled will be enhanced by further research and information from local family 
histories.         
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organizations all seemed to be quickly making adjustments in their regular activities. The McClel-
land Public Library was closed and would remain so until the Spanish Influenza quarantine was 
raised. The paper stated that many patrons expressed disappointment that they were unable to ex-
change books, but the order would stand. The library later announced that patrons could return 
books but would not be allowed to enter to exchange or check out new books. 

 

The Sacred Heart Orphanage announced that although they had no cases of influenza there, 
they would not be taking in any new “inmates” or allowing visitors. 

 

It appeared that the seriousness of the situation was still not fully grasped as some newspa-
per items carried a note of levity. One article reported on a downtown merchant who forgot to re-
move his mask before entering a neighboring store, which happened to be a jewelry store. The jew-
elry store owner had already reached for a gun before his visitor realized the situation and quickly 
removed the mask. Another report took note that on the first night of the quarantine there very few 
people downtown. Taxicabs had next to nothing to do and street cars were nearly empty.  The re-
porter wrote, “Last night was the first real ‘home’ night Pueblo has ever witnessed. Most every-
body was there.” It seemed to mainly affect men who were accustomed to spending evenings at 
lodges, pool halls and such. One of the few recreational activities not restricted was playing horse-
shoes and the old time game took on new popularity. A new “pit” was set up behind the Thatcher 
building where a group of business men gathered at lunch time. 

 

SUNDAY, BUT NO ONE WAS IN CHURCH. The first Sunday following the closure order was 
going be an unusual experience for many. The Ministerial Association of Pueblo announced its 
willingness to lend its influence toward the strict enforcement of the recent order. Individual 
churches of all denominations published notice of their compliance, with recommendations that 
families observe the day with services in their own homes at the times they would have been in 
church. One church advertised times when members could pick up new Sunday School literature 
and drop off their offerings at the rear door of the church. 

 

PUEBLO COUNTY SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED. The order closing schools had applied to only 
city schools but the next day County Physician Dr. John McGonigle ordered the closing of Blende 
School. Mrs. Baker, County Superintendent of Schools stated that the larger of the county schools 
would probably soon be closed and the following day added Vineland, Avondale, Lakeside, 
Nepesta, Unity, Excelsior, Baxter, Bell Plain (sic), Pinon and Lime to the list. The closing order was 
listed for one week with the possibility of extending the time if needed. A week later the order was 
extended for at least one more week, then It was extended indefinitely. 

 

PUEBLO RECORDS FIRST OFFICIAL LOCAL FLU DEATH. While an October 6th article stated 
there were no new cases reported, in the same edition was listed the death of Blanche Eastman, 
age 29, on the previous day.  It was not until October 9th that her death would be officially listed as 
resulting from influenza.  A few days later a second flu victim would be listed with the death of Ed-
ward T. Jones, 42, who had just returned from a trip to Cleveland, Ohio.  Health officials said there 
were 25 cases in Pueblo, all of those confined to only four families.3 

 

FUNERALS BECOME PRIVATE AFFAIRS. In keeping with the health department’s re-
strictions on all gatherings, the local funeral directors announced that all burial services would be 
private, for members of immediate family and clergy only, regardless of cause of death of the de-
ceased. At that time Pueblo was served by five undertaking establishments; T.G. McCarthy, United, 
Whiton, McMinn and Davis & Vories. 

 

One of the exceptions to all of the closures was the announcement of Y.W.C.A. activities 
scheduled for the new season.  Although the program went on as planned, it was later reported 
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One of the exceptions to all of the closures was the announcement of Y.W.C.A. activities 
scheduled for the new season.  Although the program went on as planned, it was later reported 
that the classes and sessions had few in attendance.  

 

The Commerce Club considered forming a committee to meet strangers coming into the city 
by either train or auto and guiding them clear of any dangerous contact with the “epidemic in this 
city.” This was one of the few acknowledgements of the situation being called an epidemic.  

 

The Red Cross was called upon to aid a family of 11 persons where all but the baby were 
stricken. A nurse was assigned to care for the family. A day later it was reported that the baby also 
was ill with the flu. 

 

THE EPIDEMIC ACROSS THE NATION CONTINUED TO AFFECT LOCAL CITIZENS. Mr. and 
Mrs. L. A. Tanquary were called to Camp Funston, Kansas where their daughter, Mrs. Carrie Hurst 
was stricken with the flu. The daughter died there and the body was brought to Pueblo for burial.  
Two former residents, Mr. and Mrs. V.I. Stewart died the same day at Ranger, Texas and were bur-
ied in Pueblo. Charles Van Arsdale of Pueblo was taken ill while on business in Kansas City and 
while his wife left immediately to go to him, he died before her arrival. 

 

Perhaps one of the most shocking to the Pueblo community was the following article which 
appeared in the October 14th Pueblo Chieftain: 

 

MRS. M.T. EVERHART DIES OF INFLUENZA IN EL PASO, TEXAS 
     Mrs. Mahlon Everhart of Pueblo died Saturday night in El Paso, Texas, accord-
ing to word received here yesterday. It is said that her death was caused by influ-
enza. 
     Mrs. Everhart, who is a daughter of United States Senator Fall from New Mexi-
co, was called to the bedside of her brother several days ago. The brother died of 
influenza and it is believed that Mrs. Everhart contracted the disease while at-
tempting to save her brother’s life. 
     Mrs. Everhart is survived by three children and her husband who is a cousin of 
M.D. Thatcher and who has numerous livestock interests in Pueblo County and 
Colorado. Their home is at 2321 Greenwood.  (Later reports stated that all three 
Everhart children were also taken ill but recovered.) 

 

TWENTY-SIX CASES TOTAL IN A WEEK. Regardless of optimistic reports from authorities 
that prompt action had averted an epidemic here, it was apparent from daily reports that the virus 
was spreading. On Oct 9th nine new cases were reported—seven of them in one family. The health 
department stated that most of the cases reported showed that the disease was most prevalent 
among Mexican families, probably because those families slept in close quarters without sufficient 
air. Time would prove that influenza was no respecter of persons but, as with the vast number of 
cases in army camps, it was in crowded conditions with large numbers of people that the disease 
spread most rapidly. 

 

By the 11th there were 38 cases and on the following day there were 11 more cases. Eight of 
those cases were steel workers being cared for at Minnequa Hospital. Dr. Corwin, chief surgeon of 
the C.F.& I. company hastened to dispel rumors that there were a great many cases of Spanish In-
fluenza among steel works employees. He stated there were no more than ten or twelve cases at 
the steel works and the quarries at Lime, with only a few at the company’s mining camps. 

 

TWO WEEK TOTAL OF 114 CASES WITH 12 DEATHS. Within less than two weeks of the first 
cases in Pueblo, the Health Department reported there were a total of 114 cases. This number did 
not include the 20 cases in the county. After that date there was a tremendous increase in the re-
ported cases, along with the acknowledgement that there could be many not reported.  

 

To the  names on the dead already listed were added: 
 

Jose Hernandez (age not listed)   Henry Villanueva (18) 
Alejo Villanueva (father, age not listed) )  Nellie Villanueva (15 mos.) 
 

 Katherine Irwin (43)     Teresa Villanueva (4)    
Lottie Ruley (45)     Mattie Carillo (18) 

 Rose Villanueva (43)     Arthur Holland (4) 
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Katherine Irwin (43)     Teresa Villanueva (4)    
Lottie Ruley (45)     Mattie Carillo (18) 

 Rose Villanueva (43)     Arthur Holland (4) 
 Mrs. Antonito Quanci (60)    Peter Shure (52) 
 Maria Villanueva (20)    Cecilio Guarrero (40) 
 
 

 All of the Villanuevas were in the same family—a tragic situation, but one that would not be 
uncommon around the world as the epidemic reached pandemic proportions. In the days ahead in 
Pueblo there would be many cases of multiple deaths in individual families.  
 

 EPIDEMIC ACKNOWLEDGED BY HEALTH OFFICIALS. With that many cases and deaths the 
local physicians were ready to acknowledge the city was dealing with an epidemic. Because of the 
many deaths occurring where no cases had been reported, they also recognized that the numbers 
could be much higher than they realized. In spite of the growing numbers there was still a tendency 
to find hope, if not in good news then in the lack of bad news.4 

 

 ADDITIONAL HEALTH ORDERS ARE ISSUED.  By the 20th of October, with at least 244 cases 
since those first reported, and at least 27 confirmed flu deaths, the city health authorities decided 
they needed to add to the list of preventative measures and ensure that they were rigidly enforced. 
In general, most of the additional rules were to limit crowding, whether on street cars, elevators, 
stores, restaurants or even on city streets. All visiting in hospitals was strictly prohibited. 
 

 Beginning to recognize the difficulty in correctly diagnosing flu cases, in the future doctors 
would be required to report, “not only pronounced cases but also all suspicious cases.” The health 
department was to keep a separate record of the doubtful cases until their classification was clear. 
 

 WAR ON TWO FRONTS.  One of the reasons why influenza did not always make the front 
page news was because that space was taken up with the rapidly changing news from the war 
front in Europe. With the tremendous surge of US troops into that theater the tide was changing for 
the allied nations. Although there seemed to be hope now of victory in sight, the long casualty lists 
on the inside pages of the papers made the public aware of what the United States’ participation 
was costing. In later years, historians, taking note of the lack of media coverage given the growing 
flu epidemic, speculated on the ability of the human mind and emotions to deal with so much anxi-
ety at one time. 
 

 50 DEATHS AND 391 CASES BY OCTOBER 22ND.  With the rapidly growing numbers of influ-
enza (not even counting those classified as pneumonia), the few hospitals in Pueblo were becom-
ing overcrowded. An emergency hospital was being set up at 329 Central Main, next to the City 
Hall, with beds for 20 patients. If there was need for additional beds a similar emergency center 
was planned for Bessemer City Hall.  
 
 NEXT MONTH IN THE LORE --- Although Pueblo health officials were assuring the citizens 
that because of prompt action, Pueblo was not suffering the number of casualties reported across 
the state, what no one could foresee was that the epidemic here was still in its early stages. There 
would be hundreds of flu deaths in the months to come. It would not be until well into 1919 before 

the epidemic would abate and long after that before life returned to normal. 
 
______________________________ 
 

4This seeming propensity for optimism and highlighting the favorable is greatly in contrast with today’s efforts by health authori-
ties to all but grab the public by their collective coat lapels and confront them with the possibility of another pandemic. 
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LOOKING BACK – PUEBLO THROUGH THE YEARS 
From October 1949, The Pueblo Chieftain 

Compiled by Jeanne Hickman 
 

Oct. 1 – The business of stilling the Rocky Mountain region’s biggest industry had CF&I Corp.’ 
management busy today after the United Steelworkers of America-CIO struck the Minnequa steel 
mills here last midnight.  T meant working out final details with the union as to which men can 
cross the picket lines at the three gates to complete banking of furnaces and coke ovens and the 
skeleton crews who will maintain the sprawling plant.  It meant there are 8,300 idle steelworkers in 
Pueblo, including 2,100 laid off last week when cancelled orders called for closing of the rail mill.  
CF&I coal mines in Colorado, Utah and Wyoming also are being closed. 
 
Oct. 2 – Pueblo evening schools is District 60 will open this week.  Centennial will start Monday 
and Central on Tuesday.  Classes will be from 7:15 to 9:15 p.m. twice a week. Enrollment fee is $2 
and an additional materials fee will be charged for some shop classes.  Regular school subjects 
will be offered only to students a few credits shy for their diploma. 
 
Oct. 2 -- American Cancer Society cannot and will not participate in federation of united health 
drives, according to top executives here. The most Impelling objection to federation is that it would 
sharply curb the educational work of volunteers who conduct the cancer campaign each April.  
Twenty two million Americans now living are destined to die of cancer unless the present cancer 
death rate is reduced. 
 
Oct. 3 – That rigid, long-enforced lid on gambling in Pueblo has been blown to the four corners.  
Slot machines, punchboards and jackpot payoff pinball machines are operating openly in both city 
and county, apparently unmolested by city or county authorities.  Federal records in Denver reveal 
87 machines have been licensed from Pueblo County; only 10 are in the city limits. 
 
Oct. 3 – One of the nation’s last stage coach messengers expects to ride in Pueblo’s spike-pulling 
celebration parade tomorrow.  He is 91-year-old F.H. Sanderson of Grand Junction.  He was a shot 
gun stage messenger prior to the Santa Fe Railroad reaching Pueblo. 
 
Oct. 4 -- A newspaper ad listed a nice all-modern two-bedroom home near the junior college and 
City Park.  It has gas heat, an attached garage, an irrigation system and an orchard and berries.  
Price is $10,500. 
 
Oct. 5 – Budget requirements for 1950 in Pueblo County reached an all-time high at $1,926,180.  
The mill levy was raised from 11.4 to 12.80.  A public hearing will take place Oct. 13.  The biggest 
jump was in the support of the poor. 
 
Oct. 6 – A Crews-Beggs ad on kitchen ware listed a cast aluminum sauce pan for 79 cents, an alu-
minum lip sauce pan for 49 cents, presto dividers for 49 cents, and stove mats for 69 cents. 
 
Oct. 7 -- Pueblo Pilots’ Club will stage a mass flight to Colorado Springs Sunday, opening activities 
on the club’s fall calendar.  Members will meet at Pueblo Memorial Airport at 8:30 a.m. and fly to 
Peterson Field for refreshments before returning here. 
 
Oct. 9 – An editorial listed the 12 objectives for  Pueblo, “pacemaker of the West:”  improve streets 

and alleys, consolidate the water districts, support the Gunnison/Arkansas water diversion,  build a 

new police and fire station and contagion hospital, demolish unsightly buildings, better traffic con-

trol, eliminate railroad grade crossings, revaluation of all real property, improve public recreational 

facilities, improve airport, promote better tourist accommodations and  have national publicity for 

Pueblo. 
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The Community Chest Building aka  
The Community Services Building at 322 West Fifth Street               

 

Compiled by George R. Williams 
 
 

In  the mid 1930’s during the height of the Great Depression Pueblo’s community leaders 
and representative of the various charitable organizations and churches came together to central-
ize their charitable giving efforts into 
one location that would better serve 
the recipients and where their efforts 
and finances could be better moni-
tored.  This was the beginning of 
Pueblo’s Single Fund—later United 
Way program which was one of the 
first in the nation.  

The City of Pueblo supported 
the concept and it was decided to 
build a facility for those purposes on 
West Fifth Street near North Grand 
Avenue where it would be near Pueb-
lo’s first Day Nursery which was 
providing day care for children and 
the Whittier Settlement House whose 
volunteers worked with the poor and 
unemployed residents of the city in 
many ways. After the site was deter-
mined it was decided to provide a basement where products from the WPA food canning project 
and the WPA clothing project could be stored and dispensed to needy persons.  

 The City of Pueblo acquired the site and provided 
three direct WPA projects (#2741--$3,221.19, #718--
$32,088.14 and #2216--$26,517.33) to complete the project.  
The City and School District #20 also indirectly supported 
the project by funding WPA projects to demolish the old 
McClelland Orphanage and Corona Park Elementary 
School. The lumber, bricks and stone salvaged from these 
projects were utilized for construction of the Community 
Chest and Pueblo Junior College buildings. 
 There was a set of double doors on the west side of 
the building to facilitate loading and unloading the food 
and clothing supplies. These doors were also ornately 
carved but there is no record of the person or persons who 
carved the buildings three major doors. There are two WPA 
photographs of the building under construction. 
 The WPA food and clothing program was eliminated 
in 1942. The Single Fund, Boy and Girl Scouts, Travelers 
Aid and other social service and public offices occupied 
the building for a number of years. Eventually the building 
was demolished and the Pueblo Board of Water Works of-
fice building was built on the site. Parking for the Water 
Works building was provided by demolishing the building 
that housed the Holly Water Works (predecessor of the 
Board of Water Works) pumping plant on the northeast cor-
ner of West Fourth Street and Grand Avenue.  
 

 

     Flagstone was also used for the interior 
floors and trim around the ornately carved 
wooden doors.  The main entrance was on 
West Fifth Street and that door is shown here.  
(PCHS collection of photographs taken by John 
Suhay during the 1950-1970 time frame.)   

     The Community Chest-Community Services building was elevated 
above the sidewalk level to provide additional basement storage space. The 
building was of a southwest style and built of used bricks painted an off-
white color.  The site was defined with a flagstone wall.  (PCHS collection of 
WPA photos acquired from the City Engineering Dept.)   
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THE PHOTOGRAPH DEPARTMENT NEEDS HELP  
IN SEVERAL AREAS 

 

 
 Photographs provide a unique historical record of people, places and events. 
At last count the Society had approximately 11,000 photographs that relate to the 
history of the Pueblo area and those who have lived and visited here over the years, 
and the collection continues to increase.   

 
 A group of dedicated volunteers have been identifying these photographs 
and recording the primary and secondary images on them for several years. Others 
are involved with digitizing the images to ensure the vintage images are protected 
and improving specific images electronically for local and Society projects. If these 
activities interest you we would welcome your response. 

 
 The Society also has thousands of images on negatives and slides that need 
to be identified, recorded and incorporated into the collection.  Until recently the 
cost of making thumbnail views of these negatives and slides and printing 12 of 
them on a page for evaluation and identification was beyond the Society’s financial 
capability.   

 
 Technology in the form of a digital image converter has made it possible for 
the Society to produce the product and we need volunteers to help with all phases 
of a very simple and efficient process which will dramatically increase the amount of 
historical information and images.  The amount of training required in minute, the 
process is simple and the work can be done according to your schedule. Please 
contact Michael Theis or Mary Wallace at 543-6772 for further details or to arrange 
for a hands-on demonstration.  
 

 
FYI--The Society’s photograph collection is currently stored in notebooks by gen-
eral subject matter, primary image or photographer which complicates finding imag-
es of specific subjects, locations, events, etc. The primary and secondary images on 
the Society’s photographs, negatives and slides are a very significant historical re-
source and we are diligently working toward being able to conduct a computer “key 
word” (name-place-event etc,) search of all images in the collection.  

 
 A committee is currently working on determining the appropriate software 
and establishment of a data base to accomplish this goal.  When that is completed 
we will need help with typing the data in the proper format. 
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THE LORE PRODUCTION COMMITTEE NEEDS HELP 
 

 The Pueblo Lore publication has been a unique and outstanding local history record since 
1975. A monthly publication such as the Lore requires a considerable amount of time, effort, plan-
ning and coordination to assemble and produce. Unfortunately the number of volunteers involved 
with the Lore who perform those functions has shrunk recently because of attrition, personal and 
family health issues and other demands on their time. These factors are placing a tremendous load 
on a few very dedicated people.  
 
 These same people will continue to do the best they can, but we need volunteers to come 
forward immediately to help.  
 
 Please contact any of the directors-officers-committee members listed inside the front cover 
of the Lore if you can help in any or all of the following ways: 
  

 Help coordinate the typing and proof-reading of existing historical information. 
 Share the responsibility of assembling and producing each month’s issue. 
 Share the planning and production of future monthly and special subject issues. 
 Share the leadership of the committee. 
 Help acquire the appropriate photographs for each issue. 
 Be willing and available to deliver and pick up materials—this includes one trip to the CSU-

Pueblo campus each month.  
 Take on a special project such as securing copies of the local histories produced by the 

WPA Writing Project. These are on microfilm at the Rawlings Library. 
 Do limited research to ensure historical accuracy.  
 Attend one meeting per month at the Barkman branch library.  

PCHS Gains Huge Book Collection 
 

By Jeanne Hickman 
 

 A long-time Pueblo priest has donated thousands of books and periodicals to the Pueblo 
County Historical Society Library. 
 Msgr. William P. Doll has given the group 97 boxes of books, magazines and articles, most 
about southwest history, according to Michael Theis, Information Technology supervisor.  Theis 
said the collection is very specific to this region and includes about ten percent periodicals about 
Colorado and New Mexico.  Once the books are sorted and shelved, they will be available to socie-
ty members to borrow. 
 Msgr. Doll started as a priest in Pueblo in 1950 and was assigned at various times to Sacred 
Heart Cathedral and Holy Rosary parishes as well as churches in Ouray and Silverton.  
 He spent the past 12 years at St. Francis of Rome in Holly, according to his secretary/
bookkeeper Laurie  Leiker.  He retired last July and moved to his childhood home area of Perham, 
Minn., to be near siblings and nieces.  He was born Jan. 19, 1925. 
 “Padre” as he is known to his many friends, is easy going, calm and good friends to all who 
met him, according to Leiker, who said he never took a full salary, saying the people of his parish 
needed the money more than he did.  His church lost some shingles in the March 2007 tornado that 
claimed one life just a half-block away.  He also contracted and recovered from West Nile virus in 
2006.  
 While In Pueblo, Doll served as a driver for the late Bishop Charles Buswell.  He also was an 
EMT, chaplain to the Pueblo Police Department (he had his own bullet-proof vest) and was a chap-
lain at St. Mary-Corwin Hospital.  Leiker said his book collection spanned 58 years. Some of his re-
ligious volumes stayed in Holly while other books were sent to the western slope. 
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FOR MEDICINAL USES ONLY 
 

By Michael Theis 

 
 Last year, a PCHS member donated the jug pictured 
below. He swears it was empty when he got it. Whether it 
was or not, it probably originally contained the elixir that 
my grandmother often prescribed for the flu and rheuma-
tism. Whiskey was only kept in the house for medicinal 
purposes. A pint of whiskey would last for years. This par-
ticular jug probably held more than a quart of liquid but 
less than a gallon. So it may have served other purposes 
than as a medicine. 
 
 The Costello and Prendergast imprint on the jug re-
fers to M.J. Costello, an absentee liquor distributor/owner 
and John Jay Prendergast his local manager. In the 1905 
Pueblo City directory the business is listed at 34 Block Q, 
opposite Royal Park. The Andrew Carnegie/McClelland Li-
brary faced Abriendo Avenue and behind it was Royal 
Park. To the right of the library was a one-block street then 
named Festivo. A new street named Bates Lane now 
stands approximately where Festivo was. The 24 by 48 foot 
brick building, that housed the liquor wholesaler, sat on 
the alley behind #32 Corona. 
 
 Sometime around 1910 the business was moved to 
the corner of “C” street at 231 South Main Street. It was 

renamed J.J. and Patrick Prendergast Brothers. In 1916, Colorado began prohibiting the manufac-
ture and sale of alcoholic beverages, nearly three years before the 18th Amendment to the Constitu-
tion prohibited it on a na-
tional scale. A look at the 
1922 City Directory shows 
how the Prendergast 
Brothers met the chal-
lenge. Among the prod-
ucts sold were “Leo’s 
Malt, Ginger Champaign, 
and Bass Island grape 
juice.” A person could 
drink these instead of 
“demon booze.”   Pueblo, 
being a city of progressive 
entrepreneurs, also saw 
these as ingredients for 
“home-brew.” As the sup-
ply of liquor held by phar-
macists, for medicinal pur-
poses only, gradually di-
minished, Puebloans realized that a dash of yeast added to the grape juice immeasurably improved 
its flavor when held for six months. 
 
 Each month we hope to spotlight a museum item that is not on public display. If you have 
additional information about the museum item, we would love to hear from you. You can contact 
our office at 543-6772, send an email to info@pueblohistory.org or contact the writer at the number 
listed on the inside cover of each Pueblo Lore. 
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     The Mineral Palace Park was famous for its 90+ varieties of trees and shrubs and numerous 
beds of annual and perennial flowers and roses of all types, bulbs, grasses and a large rock gar-
den. It also featured several special displays made with annual bedding plants each year. The 
words Mineral Palace Park on the slope west of the Lake Clara boathouse, and a United States 
flag display were planted each year. No record of other display’s over the years is known to exist.  
     The Mineral Palace Park also featured landscaped mounds which were planted with Alteman-
thera (a low growing ground cover of various colors) and a forb called Dusty Miller to produce a 
design or message. This mound was near 17th and Main Streets. Another postcard shows the large mound near 15th and Main Streets with the 
sage on it. We know of no other records of how these mounds were planted over the years.  

Postcards and Photographs of the Colorado Mineral Palace and Mineral Palace Park prior to 1930

The Colorado Mineral Palace was Pueblo’s most unique building. Built to display and promote Colorado’s min-
eral wealth it was located on a two block square site bordered by North Main Street and  North Santa Fe Avenue 
near 18th Street. The building opened on July 4, 1891 and was torn down in 1940.  In 1897 the adjacent lands 
were acquired for Pueblo’s first public park. Development of the Mineral Palace Park included lakes, statuary, 
winding roadways and paths, extensive landscaping and floral displays. The exact location of the building is 
known because the stone foundations that supported the east portion of the Mineral Palace building were uncov-
ered during construction of the masonry section of the now abandoned greenhouse in Mineral Palace Park. 
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and Main Streets with the “Welcome National Irrigation Congress” mes-

When Park District #1 established a zoo is not known. It was located in 
the Mineral Palace Park near 19th Street and North Santa Fe Avenue. 
The known  zoo exhibits consisted of bears, several monkeys, Fallow 
Deer and Pronghorn Antelope. WPA crews consolidated the zoos of Park 
Districts #1, #2 and #3 into a larger facility that still exists in City Park. 
The steel pen shown here was relocated  and last stood a short distance 
west of the concession stand that now serves the City Park Zoo, Kiddie 
Rides and park playground. 

Postcards and Photographs of the Colorado Mineral Palace and Mineral Palace Park prior to 1930 

Entrances on Court Street, North Main Street and North Santa Fe 
Avenue provided access to the Mineral Palace Park. This orna-
mental fountain, with circulating water was located in the center of 
the intersection where the roadways from North Main and North 
Santa Fe merged inside the park. Today the location would be de-
scribed as slightly south and east of the pump house that serves the 
swimming pool.  When the ornamental part of the fountain was 
removed or what happened to it is not known.  The pool was filled 
with a large mound of dirt which was planted with Aletmanthera 
and Dusty Miller each summer to a design or provide a message.  
This was the largest floral display in the park. The date the foun-
tain walls and mound were removed may have been in the 1950’s.  
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The original Lake 
Clara boat house is 
shown on the left.  
Boating and ice 
skating were popu-
lar uses of the lake 
for many years. 
Rental boats were 
available at Lake 
Clara until the mid 
1950’s.  During the 
1930’s WPA crews 
replaced this boat 
house with a stone 
structure which 
houses the Pueblo 
Art Guild Gallery 
today, constructed 
a magnificent stone 
bridge that con-
nected to a band 

shell and recreation building, and constructed stone walls to define this section of the Lake.  Construction of the I-25 system 
has caused the size of the lake to be dramatically reduced and eliminated the recreation building and other stone structures. 
The band shell is no longer used because of highway traffic noise.   

Lake Clara was the dominant water fea-
ture of the Mineral Palace Park.  It con-
sisted of three segments bordered by the 
D&RG tracks on the east, North Santa Fe 
Avenue on the west, 12th Street on the 
south and approximately 17th Street in the 
park.  This picture shows the original 
boat house on the left and the first Miner-
al Palace Park bandstand on the right. 
The band stand was located between San-
ta Fe Avenue and Albany near 15th Street. 
The 13th-to 14th Street section of Lake 
Clara was filled by WPA crews and ball 
fields built on the site.  It is now an auto-
mobiles sales lot.  The 14th to 15th Street 
section was eliminated during the 1930’s. 
It served as park land until the Pueblo 
Housing Authority built a low income 
residence facility known as the Mineral 
Palace Towers on the site.  

The Mineral Palace Park was designed 
and developed for people. It was an oasis 
where people could enjoy and appreciate 
all the amenities in a relaxed atmosphere.  
The roadways were designed for pedestri-
ans and an occasional carriage.  Automo-
biles have severely impacted the quality of 
life values that Mineral Palace Park once 
offered and the threat of further invasions 
into the park is currently being discussed.   
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 Tempers were apt to flare as various peo-
ple trickled west into Colorado Territory during 
the latter part of the 19th century.  Such was the 
case when newspaper editor Sam McBride in 
Pueblo confronted leader Carl Wulsten of the 
German Colonization Society which passed 
through town on its way to the Wet Mountain 
Valley 139 years ago.  Their conflict was de-
scribed according to varying points of view in 
pioneer newspapers throughout the territory. 

 Samuel McBride, the outraged citizen, 
was owner of the weekly Colorado Chieftain, 
published a block from the post office, which 
was located in a corner of Dr. J.W.O. Snyder’s 
drug, boot and book store near Fourth and San-
ta Fe.  McBride had lived in 
the territory nearly a decade. 

 Carl Wulsten 
(pronounced Wool-steen), a 
newcomer with a cause and 
former editor of a German-
language newspaper in Chica-
go, originally from Prussia but 
now a U.S. citizen, was an of-
ficer in the Union Army during 
the Civil War.  When he ar-
rived in Colorado a few weeks 
earlier Wulsten stated his pur-
pose in coming: 

At one period of my life, 
while officially engaged in 
enumerating the inhabit-
ants of the region known 
as Five Points in the city of 
New York, I was daily brought in contact 
with the disgusting filth, misery, want and 
crime of that locality.  I became satisfied 
that the want of food and the necessities 
of life were the principal causes of the 
crime. … 

I then formed the idea that the over-
crowded cities should send their surplus 
inhabitants to the broad acres of the West 
where their miserable condition would be 
changed to a state of comparative comfort 
and happiness.  Bring them West—let 
them cultivate our fertile soil—develop our 
mines—utilize our limitless forests. … I 
determined to devote my labor and energy 
to that end. 

ORGANIZED IMMIGRANTS 

 Wulsten started acting on his dream dur-
ing the summer of 1869 by organizing immi-
grants in Chicago’s industrial slums into “The 
German Colonization Society of Colfax, Colora-
do” (named for Schuyler Colfax, vice president 
of the United States, with whom the colonel had 
discussed the project).  Wulsten, naturally, was 
elected president of the society. 

 A constitution was signed stipulating 
that each member family should pay $250 into a 
common fund through which all needs would be 
met—except land—for five years.  Wulsten had 
a special plan for procuring land. 

 In November Colonel 
Wulsten brought a locating 
committee to Colorado.  They 
were enchanted with the Wet 
Mountain Valley, nestled be-
tween the Greenhorn moun-
tains (then known as the Sier-
ra Mojada) and the snow-
capped Sangre de Cristos.  
The handful of American 
ranchers who had recently 
settled in the north end of the 
valley were cordial to the Ger-
mans and assured them of the 
suitability of the valley for 
stock raising and agriculture.  
In spite of the high altitude 
good crops of grain and vege-
tables had been harvested 
that year. 

 When the colonists’ plans for settling in 
the valley were made known in Pueblo, McBride 
generously commented in the Chieftain: 

We bid them thrice welcome.  A class of 
emigrants so industrious, economical, and 
thrifty, cannot fail to be of incalculable 
benefit to the Territory. 

 The locating committee returned to Chi-
cago and started gathering supplies, equipment 
and livestock, and arranging for transportation 
to Colorado. 

PLEA TO WASHINGTON 

 In January 1870 Wulsten went to Wash-

Carl Wulsten 

Challenges on the Frontier 

THE GERMAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY 
By Arla Aschermann 
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PLEA TO WASHINGTON 

 In January 1870 Wulsten went to Wash-
ington—and struck the spark that smoldered 
until the confrontation in the Pueblo post office 
on April 21.  After contacting government offi-
cials, including Congressman Allen A. Bradford 
of Pueblo, Wulsten petitioned for a bill which 
would provide 40,000 acres in the south end of 
the Wet Mountain Valley to be granted to the 
German Colonization Society. 

 He pointed out that existing homestead 
laws entitled each settler to 160 acres of land.  If 
the 250 planned-for colonists were to take up 
scattered homesteads they would not be able to 
utilize equipment, skills, and limited funds to 
good advantage, but if their combined 40,000 
acrs were to be deeded as a whole to the socie-
ty, a community could be built whose shops, 
factories and schools would benefit the whole 
valley. 

 When news of this land petition reached 
Pueblo, Sam McBride’s reaction was negative: 

These emigrants who its agents are re-
quired to have at least $250 apiece before 
setting out are not to be left as we were, 
who fought our way as pioneers across 
the plains, most of us with “nary red” and 
have fought for our homes ever since until 
we have conquered a piece … these fa-
vored children of the old country are to be 
presented upon their arrival with a grant of 
40,000 acres of our best land. … 

 Northern Colorado newspapers were 
split in their opinions—political affiliation 
seemed the deciding factor.  Republican papers 
came out for Wulsten’s land petition, Democrat-
ic publications opposed it. 

 The predominantly Republican lawmak-
ers in Washington commenced acting favorably 
on the bill, ordered it printed and sent to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

PREPARED FOR TRIP 

 Elated, Wulsten hurried back to Chicago 
to finish arrangements for the trip west.  He or-
ganized his men into militia companies and 
wrote to Governor McCook in Denver requesting 
arms and officers’ commissions in the Colfax 
Guard, to be a part of the territorial militia.  He 
also asked the secretary of war for the loan of 
army tents and ambulance wagons, obtainable 
at Ft. Wallace, Kansas. 

 Finally on February 8, 1870 about 330 
men, women and children left Chicago on the 

Chicago, Alton & St. Louis Railroad in two spe-
cial trains—a passenger and a freight.  There 
were only 92 member families, but more were 
expected to follow soon.  With a great fanfare, 
friends and relatives saw them off. 

 In Missouri they transferred to the Kan-
sas Pacific line, which they rode to its terminal 
at Sheridan, Kansas, near Fort Wallace and the 
Colorado border.  There, 40 Spencer rifles, two 
cases of cartridges, and the officers’ commis-
sions from Governor McCook were awaiting 
them.  Colonel Wulsten had been promoted to 
brigadier general. 

 In Pueblo, McBride editorialized: 

It may be borne in mind that … we who 
have lived here 10 or 12 years, before the 
days of the railroad, when … surrounded 
by hostile Indians … found it extremely 
difficult to prevail on the authorities to fur-
nish arms for protection of our homes … 
but now, when a party of immigrants pro-
pose to ride on a railroad across the 
plains … and travel thence to their desti-
nation … the ear of government is bent 
listening, and troops, arms and rations 
(are provided) to cover the march of these 
Teutons along through the protected corn-
fields of Pueblo and Fremont Counties. … 

SWITCH TRANSPORTATION  

 In Sheridan the colonists loaded their 
machinery and equipment onto ox-drawn wag-
ons which they had purchased the previous Oc-
tober; the women and small children clambered 
into mule-drawn army ambulances.  On March 
10 McBride reported: 

The German colony were yesterday a few 
miles below Booneville proceeding by 
slow and easy stages up the Arkansas … 
and at last accounts were all safe, alt-
hough they had been several times sur-
prised by small parties of farmers along 
the road, offering them buttermilk.  They 
are transported by about 90 government 
teams, and are furnished with U.S. tents to 
live in. … The officers and soldiers at 
Forts Lyon and Reynolds are on a huge 
disgust at this sort of a campaign. 

 Six days later the wagon train reached 
Pueblo and camped east of town along Fountain 
Creek.  The colonists now numbered 337 
“souls,” including six wee new arrivals. 

 That evening they were officially wel-
comed in the little courthouse at Third and San-
ta Fe, and Wulsten responded with a lengthy ad-
dress which appeared in full in the next day’s 
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 That evening they were officially wel-
comed in the little courthouse at Third and San-
ta Fe, and Wulsten responded with a lengthy ad-
dress which appeared in full in the next day’s 
Chieftain.  He defended the “Teutons,” saying 
they were “undeserving of the slurs of the 
Chieftain who blames them for not having been 
the first to fight the Indians, grasshoppers, prai-
rie dogs and jackrabbits.”  He further stated: 

Complaint (has been) made that the gov-
ernment has shown partiality towards our 
colony. … We could not have come with-
out transportation for our goods and tents 
to shelter our wives and children. … We 
had paid the railroad company over $6,000 
for our freight, and that after jewing them 
down to half price. … I, however, forgive 
the editor for his uncalled for remarks, his 
misquotations from history being good 
evidence that ignorance alone was the 
cause for his error. 

He closed with: 

I … cordially invite you to come to our 
housewarmings in the fall when I will as-
sure you of an abundance of Dutch pies 
and dumplings, and promise you an eight-
day jollification after the old Dutch fash-
ion. … Should it ever happen that our ser-
vices would be welcome in repelling the 
hostile savage, send for us. 

 

PARADE ON SANTA FE 

 The next morning the colonists paraded 
their wagons down Santa Fe Avenue past the 
post office.  Pueblo, incorporated five days lat-
er, numbered fewer than 700 people within the 
town; imagine their reaction as the 337 
“foreigners” and their military escort passed 
through town with their machinery, cattle, hors-
es and mules, goats and sheep, dogs and cats, 
chickens and peafowls. 

 After a similar welcome in Cañon City, 
the German wagon train reached the Wet Moun-
tain Valley three days later, from the north by 
way of Copper Gulch, crisscrossing the creek 
several times with their wagons, and started 
building their colony in the south end of the val-
ley. 

 The March 31 Chieftain reported: 

On yesterday the soldiers … which ac-
companied the colony to its destination 
passed through Pueblo on their return. … 
They report pleasant weather in the valley, 
and the colony generally well pleased.  
Some dissatisfaction had grown up to-

ward their leader, but we hope it will lead 
to nothing unpleasant.  Like all newcom-
ers, General Wulsten is green and in the 
course of time he will learn some little 
things that will cure him of a vast amount 
of silly self-conceit. 

 By this time northern newspapers were 
reprinting and commenting upon McBride’s edi-
torials.  The Central City Register criticized the 
stand of the Chieftain (which the Register called 
a “simon pure Democratic sheet”) that Republi-
cans, from President Grant on down, were plan-
ning to give government aid to increasing num-
bers of Republican settlers.  The Register as-
sured its readers that Democrats would also be 
welcome. 

 On April 8 General Wulsten wrote to the 
Denver Tribune noting that in the three weeks 
the colonists had been in the valley 100 acres of 
ground had been broken and 30 acres of garden 
land cleared and planted. 

 “We have burned charcoal enough to run 
our blacksmith shop six months.  We have got 
timber cut and prepared for 40 cabins today.  
We have our school house. …” 

 On Wednesday, April 20, McBride pre-
pared an editorial for the next day’s paper con-
taining the words: 

Do you not remember, dear Carl, that in 
less than a week after the colony had ar-
rived on the ground, and when a majority 
of the society had become so disgusted 
with you as a leader that they met and 
agreed to vote you out, that you in the 
presence of several gentlemen who are 
our informants, exclaimed in very good 
English that you “wished the damned col-
ony was in Hell”? 

 It so happened that Wulsten arrived in 
Pueblo on business that very afternoon.  He 
stopped at the Chieftain on an errand and be-
fore leaving the office picked up a copy of the 
next day’s paper then being printed.  The above 
quote caught his eye. 

 An argument followed—when questioned 
later each man accused the other of using in-
sulting and abusive language.  McBride 
“supposed” Wulsten was intoxicated; Wul-
sten—and others—denied this. 

ARMED EDITOR 

 That evening rumors were abroad that 
the general was making threats against the edi-
tor’s life.  (Wulsten later admitted threatening to 
“thresh” McBride unless the Chieftain quit 
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ARMED EDITOR 

 That evening rumors were abroad that 
the general was making threats against the edi-
tor’s life.  (Wulsten later admitted threatening to 
“thresh” McBride unless the Chieftain quit 
“attacking” him.)  In view of the fact that Wul-
sten, as a militia officer went armed, and since 
McBride “anticipated an attack,” McBride then 
armed himself with two Derringers. 

 On Thursday morning McBride had occa-
sion to enter the post office.  Wulsten was there, 
opening an express package.  According to a 
supposedly unbiased report, McBride quipped 
“Are you sober this morning?” and demanded 
an apology for the threats of the previous even-
ing. 

 Witnesses gave slightly different ver-
sions of what happened next.  One said Wul-
sten’s hands were full of twine and that he made 
no move toward his guns; another said Sam 
shot out of self defense.  Whichever was 
true, a bullet from McBride’s gun struck Wul-
sten above the elbow. 

 The next day’s Denver Tribune con-
tained a report from Pueblo that Wulsten 
was in a critical condition, that “the assault 
was premeditated, and in the opinion of the 
public without any provocation.”  The Rocky 
Mountain News followed with a related arti-
cle headlined “Attempt at Political Assassi-
nation!”  In response the Chieftain printed an 
affidavit signed by 50 Puebloans in defense 
of McBride. 

 Actually, Wulsten’s wound was not 
serious and the excitement subsided.  Early 
in May he returned to the valley, but from 
then on a dark cloud seemed to hover over 
the colony. 

 In early June, Wulsten traveled to 
Denver; friends urged him to take legal ac-
tion against McBride, but the general had 
more urgent business.  Congress had not 
passed the land grant bill, and Wulsten was 
on his way to Washington to see what could 
be done. 

OFFICERS DECLARED INCOMPETENT 

 While he was gone the colonists 
pressed their officers for an overdue busi-
ness report.  On June 19 an examining com-
mittee declared the officers incompetent 
(presumably funds were running short) and 
new officers were elected with the exception 
of president; Wulsten was still in Washing-
ton. 

 After that time little news can be found 
about Wulsten or the Colfax Colony until Sep-
tember, when a report stated that an early frost 
had destroyed late-sown crops—a blow to the 
community.  Then on September 20 the Denver 
Tribune reported a letter from Carl Wulsten at 
Colfax saying he had resigned and had “ceased 
to be a member of the above colony.” 

 Later reports from Colfax conflicted—
some cited extreme hardships and indicated 
many colonists were leaving for employment in 
Pueblo and Denver.  Others said conditions 
were not that bad—that those who left would 
have deserted anyway.  Another blow came, 
however, late in December when the colony 
store burned with loss of supplies, records,   
rifles and ammunition. 

BUILT HOME IN ROSITA 

 Wulsten stayed on in the valley.  Hard-

     Hope Lutheran Church of Westcliffe in 2009.  (Photo taken by 
Jerry Aschermann.)   
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BUILT HOME IN ROSITA 

 Wulsten stayed on in the valley.  Hard-
pressed financially for a time—all his resources 
had gone into the colony—he turned to investi-
gating mineral deposits in the nearby hills and 
was an active participant in the developing sil-
ver boom.  After a while he built a home in the 
new town of Rosita.  In time he became promi-
nent in the Sierra Mojada as mine manager, sur-
veyor, engineer, lecturer and writer.  Well after 
the turn of the century he was laid to rest in the 
Rosita cemetery. 

 As for Samuel McBride, within two 
months after the confrontation in the Pueblo 
post office he sold the Chieftain.  He was elect-
ed Pueblo County Clerk.  In 1876, as treasurer of 
School District No. 1 when Centennial was be-
ing built, he left Pueblo for good—with the 
school funds. 

 Although the colony as such failed and 
there was no “eight-day jollification” at Colfax in 
the autumn of 1870, about 30 of the German 
families remained, homesteading individually in 
the valley.  Others found jobs in the area, and 
many of their descendants live today near 
Westcliffe, or in Cañon City or Pueblo. 

 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH IS FOUNDED 

 In 1872 efforts were begun toward organ-
izing a German Lutheran church (Missouri Syn-
od) in the valley.  Accord-
ing to A Century of Grace,  
the 100th Anniversary 
publication published in 
1972 by Hope Lutheran 
Church of Westcliffe, a 
call dated November 12, 
1872, was signed by the 
heads of 14 families: 
Capt. Carl Wulsten, Jo-
hann Knuth, Wilhelm Ac-
kelbein, August Menzel, 
Gottleib Ograske Sr., 
Karsten Kuhnrath, Fritz 
Kuehn, Fritz Jeske, Hein-
rich Kettler, August 
Klose, Wilhelm Henjes, 
Gerhart Hartbauer, Hein-
rich Goschen, and Fritz 
Vahldick. (We were told 
that “Grossmutter 
(Grandmother) Ograske” 
was a main instigator in 
getting the church start-
ed.) 

 A tiny church building was built without 
windows or floor on the August Menzel place.  
As the location was too wet, it was soon re-
placed with a log church erected in a different 
location on the same farm. 

 We are told in A Century of Grace that in 
September 1881 the congregation voted to per-
mit the pastor to conduct a public school in the 
church building, but with special consideration 
for the parochial school.  In August 1886 they 
built another new church nearby.  Toward the 
end of the century services were also held in 
Westcliffe, for a long time only once a month.  In 
1917 the present church in Westcliffe was start-
ed and dedicated in 1918.   

 In the meantime Hope Lutheran cemetery 
was laid out near where the original colonists 
built their homes.  It is located about 6 miles 
south of Westcliffe, where the little Marble Road 
runs into Colony Lane.  A number of the found-
ing members of the church are buried here, 
some graves marked by modern stones replac-
ing the originals, while other old stones are still 
there.  The cemetery, although with no source of 
water, is neat and numerous graves are decorat-
ed with artificial flowers. 

 

SOURCES: 
 Numerous 1870 issues of The Weekly Colora-
do Chieftain. 

     Hope Lutheran Cemetery gate entrance in 2009.  (Photo taken by Jerry Aschermann.)   
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Ackelbein - Auguste P. 1842-1916 – William 1836-1897.   

Knuth: Elizabeth Knuth 1838-1931. John Knuth 1835-1912. 

Gottlieb Ograske, 1820-1885. 

August Menzel, 1846 – 1938, Lena Menzel, 1857 – 1946.. Typical German style marker. 
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SOURCES: 
 
 

 Numerous 1870 issues of The Weekly 
Colorado Chieftain. 
 
 Pertinent articles from other contempo-
rary Colorado newspapers. 
 
 Conversations during the 1970s with 
descendants of the colonists in Westcliffe and 
Cañon City. 
 
 A Century of Grace, Hundredth Anni-
versary, Hope Lutheran Church, Westcliffe, 
CO, 1972. 
 
 
 
 The Photo of Carl Wulsten was ob-
tained by Michael Theis. 
 
 Cemetery photos were taken by Jerry 
Aschermann in May and August 2009. 
 

 

This stone shows tragic deaths of infants. 

Family plot shown above. 



22  —  PUEBLO  LORE  —  October 2009   

The Second and Third Columbian Schools 
 

By George R. Williams 
 
 

 By 1914 the first unit of Columbian School was badly overcrowded and temporary cottages 
were erected nearby.  In 1915 District #20 hired architect George Roe to design an additional unit 
which is identified as the First Annex of Columbian School in most local records.  That annex is 
shown on the right side of photograph number one above. A man by the name of Nichols built the 
first annex which included space for establishment of Kindergarten classes in 1916.   
 

 In November 1921 School District #20 authorized $500,000 for improvements and repairs. It 
appears that the funds expended at Columbian were either for an annex that was attached to the 
original building or one that stood by itself. That annex was designed by architect William Stickney 
and built by F. C. Triebes at a cost of $31,693. If it was the one attached to the original building, it is 
shown in the photograph at the bottom of the page. If it was the free standing building, it was the 
building shown on the left side of the photograph shown below.  It was during this time that some 
records list the address of Columbian School as 1202 Palmer Avenue. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 By 1935 there was a need for more classrooms and the District #20 maintenance director, D. 
N. Wells was authorized to draw the plans.  F. C. Triebes was again selected as the contractor to 

build the structure which cost $10,518.  At 
some point in time the roof line of the origi-
nal Columbian school building was 
changed.  Those changes show in the cen-
ter of the photograph marked number one.  
We suspect that a fire might have been the 
reason for the changes but cannot verify 
the thought.  None of the 1892-1935 Colum-
bian School buildings survive today.  A new 
building now occupies the site addressed 
as 1202 Bragdon Avenue.     
 

 The Society would appreciate any 
corrections or additions that would help 
clarify or add to the histories of Columbian 
School.  Please see the back cover for more 
information and a photo of the first Colum-
bian School.  
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Pueblo County Historical Society Minutes of the August 8, 2009 Meeting 
 
V. President Louise Keach called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m.  Members Dwight Hunter, Arlene Man-
zanares, Naomi Allen, Pattee Williams, Larry Frank, Weston Burrer, John Ercul, Barbara Sabo, Allyn Mid-
delkamp, and Joseph Dean were excused. Guests:  There were no guests present.  Minutes: The July 
11, 2009 minutes were corrected as follows: The name Bill Crane was corrected to Crain. Edgar Owin 
House was corrected to Olin.  The State Fair parade theme, “Love is in the Air” was corrected to “Love Af-
fair.” George Williams moved to accept the minutes as corrected, seconded by Mary Wallace.   
Treasurer’s Report:  George Williams gave the treasures report in place of Pattee Williams.  Jeff Arnold 
moved to accept the Treasurer’s report as read, seconded by Ken Clark.  Motion passed.  Additions to 
Agenda:  4. Autobee Marker. Committee Reports: Attached. 
 
Old Business:  1. Wallace Rock Display: A) Lighting: George Abel reported that bids were taken to do 
the electrical work for the lighting in the museum.  Money for the project will come from the Lamb Founda-
tion.  Only the minimal amount of work required will be done at the time due to the great cost. B) City:  Ta-
bled until next meeting.  2. Digitization Grant:  Patricia Valenciano reported that she has contacted Mr. 
Tim Hawkins and would have a complete report for next meeting. 3. Web Site-Jamie Trujillo:  Tabled until 
next meeting.  4. Antiques Road Show: D. Hammond reported that the three items submitted for apprais-
al were not considered very valuable.  The cloth bear was not a Steif Bear and was worth about $200 dol-
lars.  The gold bracelets were valued only for their gold content. The china plate and cup were antiques but 
had little monetary value. 5.City Council Meeting: Susan Adamich attended the July 20th city council 
meeting to ask the Council about returning space that was taken from the Heritage Center for the Munici-
pal Court. City Council recommended that she invite Jerry Pacheco to tour the museum and discuss with 
her the need for more space. Most of the space currently occupied by the Municipal Court will be needed 
later for other city offices.  The Heritage Center may get one courtroom and a couple of hallway offices 
next summer. 6. State Fair Parade: Susan Adamich reported that Ted from Loco Liquors would not be 
able to lend PCHS his antique cars for the parade. She has found no one who is interested in assisting 
with the project.  She said she is unable to spend the time needed to organize this project due to other 
commitments and asked that someone else volunteer to take over.  After much discussion it was moved by 
George Williams that PCHC not place an entry in this year’s State Fair Parade but a committee be appoint-
ed to organize next year’s entry. Seconded by Bill Crain.  7. Father Doll Collection:  The collection of 
books donated to PCHS by Father Doll still needs to be collected from Holly Colorado.  Bill Crain and Ken 
Clark volunteered to go and get the collection.  8. Brochure: Tabled to a later date.  9: Postcard for Meet-
ing:  Louise Keach reported that sending post cards to members can be done online.  The card content 
and mailing list can be downloaded and the post office will print out and send the cards at $65.75 per 200. 
It was suggested that we send one more mailing to local members concerning the September meeting and 
also continue to use the call lists. Jeff Arnold moved that we proceed with the mailing, seconded by Mary 
Wallace.   
 
New Business:  1. Lighting Photo Section of Library:  Fran Reed asked that PCHS share the cost of 
new light bulbs for the Photo Library.  After a short discussion it was decided that Michael Theis would 
change the light bulbs at PCHS expense. 2. Table reservations at PCHS meetings.  After a short discus-
sion it was decided to remain with the status quo.  No reservations will be taken and table space will re-
main, first come first serve. 3. Wolverine F2D 35 mm film digital image converter: Patricia Valenciano 
discussed the need for PCHS to purchase the digital converter in order to process the thousands of nega-
tives in the Suhay collection.  Michael Theis discussed how the device worked and the cost.  It was moved 
by Michael Theis that the digital converter be purchased, seconded by Jeff Arnold.  Motion passed.  4. Au-
tobee Marker:  Topic tabled for now.  5. September Meeting:  It was noted that the September meeting is 
scheduled on the Labor Day weekend.  It was asked if the meeting should be moved to another date.  Af-
ter a short discussion it was decided to have the meeting on Sept. 5th at the Heritage Center. 
 
Louise Keach adjourned the meeting at 11:04 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Patricia Valenciano. 
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Thursday, October 8, 2009 Meeting & Program Notice 
 
 

Location:  Rosario’s Restaurant Banquet Room.   2930 North Elizabeth Street. 
Signs will direct you to the correct entrance.    

 

Times:  Doors open at 5:15 pm.  Dinner will be served at 6:00 pm 
 Program will start at 7:00 pm.  

 

Cost:  $13.00 per person 
 

Advance reservations required by October 5, 2009.   
Call PCHS library 543-6772 or Bob Strader 542-5150.  Earlier reservations appreciated. 

  
 
 

The Program will be: 
 

 

The History of the Western Mining Museum 
 

Presented by David Carroll 
 

     David Carroll is the Executive Director for the Western Museum of Mining and Industry.  He oversees a 47-
acre site with related historic buildings dedicated to preserving the rich mining history of Colorado and the 
American West.   
     David is a native of Colorado.  After receiving a Bachelors of Science from Colorado State University, he 
worked as a systems analyst for the airline and hotel industry.  In 1997, he received an MA in Museum Ad-
ministration from Indiana University and began working as the Associate Director or Administration for the 
Indiana University Art Museum.  He was responsible for the management of over 30,00 objects representing 
nearly every art producing culture throughout history.  He is the author of numerous studies on visitor be-
havior including User– Responsive Design:  Reducing the Risk of Failure.  David has recently held the posi-
tion of Director of Membership at the Arts Institute of Chicago.   

 
 
 
 
 

Membership Application   

      I wish to join ______  Renew my membership ______      Gift Membership______ 
 

  Name: _______________________________________  Telephone _____________________ 
 

  Street Address: _______________________E-mail address ___________________________ 
 

  (Mailing Address if different) ____________________________________________________ 
 

City: ________________________________________State: _____ Zip: _________________ 

 

Please mail your check and application to 
Pueblo County Historical Society 

 201 W. “B” Street  Pueblo, CO  81003 
 

___Student                                           $12.00 ___Sponsor                                          $200.00 

___Individual                                        $35.00 ___Business Sponsor                         $275.00 

___Couple/Family                                $45.00 ___Patron                                             $300.00 

___Supporting/Business Individual   $80.00 ___Business Patron                            $500.00 

___Business                                         $150.00 ___Institution/Corporate/Benefactor $1,000.00 

Make your reservations EARLY!    Call today to reserve your seat!  
 

Videos of the Monthly Programs Are Now Available! Contact Michael Theis at the PCHS library to secure a copy. 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

(As of August 19, 2009) 
Regular memberships 

 
Single  

Allen County Public Library 
     Fort Wayne, IN 
Harriet Ambrose 
Juanita Blatnick 
Dana Carroll 
     Houston, TX 
Leroy Field 
     Riverside, CA 
Arlene Hubersberger 
     Roy, NM 
Walt Johnson 
N.R. Love 
     Denver, CO 
Jack McCrory 
     Vienna, VA 
Kay MacGinnis 
     Breckenridge, CO 
Russell Shinn 
     San Juan Pueblo, NM 
Colleen Spencer 
Mary Toreson 
     Sacramento, CA 
Louis Vidick 
 

Family 
William & Mildred Elkins 
Gene & Pat Golob 
James & Melanie Rohar 
David & Elizabeth Shepard 
Gary & Sharon Thompson 
     Colorado Springs, CO 
George & JoAnne Williams 
 

NEW MEMBERSHIPS 

(As of August 19, 2009) 
Regular memberships 

 
Single 

Fred Alcon 
Barbara Denny 
Maria Hughes 
William Jackson 
     Phoenix, AZ 
 

Family 
Don & Grace Gordon 
     Denver, CO 

 
 
 

PCHS recently donated 50 of its 
Historical Markers books to the 
DAR society. The DAR maintains 
the markers and helped in the de-
velopment of the book. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5
th

 Annual Ghostwalk 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Storytelling of 
Pueblo’s Past 

Oct. 2,3,9 and 10. 
5:30 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. 

Sunday, Oct. 4 
2:00 P.M. matinee –not a walking 

tour. 
Walking tours leave every 

 15 minutes starting at  
 El Pueblo History Museum. 

Cost: $8.00 per person 
$7 advance tickets may be  
purchased at the YWCA & 

 El Pueblo History Museum. 
Children 5 and younger accompanied by an 

adult – free. 

 
 

Help Wanted 
PCHS wants to open its Old Tyme 
Photo Shop in the Heritage Center 
for participants in the Ghost Walk 
on Oct. 2,3,9,& 10. From about 6:00 
– 10:00 P.M. We need a few volun-
teers to help with the project.  No 
experience necessary.  Call 543-
6772 if you can help on any of 
those dates. 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

- -   Saturday, October 3   9:30 a.m.      Board meeting at the Lamb Library. 
- -   Thursday, October 8   6:00 p.m.      Dinner meeting at Rosario’s.  
- -   Friday, September 25   1:00 a.m.      Pueblo Lore planning meeting at the Barkman Library. 
 

PIONEER CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 
 

On Sunday, October 11, 2009 the Association will sponsor a spaghetti dinner from 12:00 Noon until 4:00 
P.M. at the First United Methodist Church, 310 West 11th.   Help is needed to sell tickets, buy tickets and 
assist in the kitchen or dining room area. 
People are also needed as ongoing participants in maintenance of the cemetery, planting flowers and 
weeding or adopting a plot for periodic cleaning. 

 
If you can help in any of these endeavors, contact Marge Patterson at 561-1072 or  

Ed Ineguez by e-mail at orrdinaryrequiem@yahoo.com.  
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 The rapid growth of Pueblo’s economy during the 1880’s resulted in the development of housing in the area lying 
north of Lake Minnequa and west of Lake Avenue during the 1880’s. There was no school in the area and School District 
#20 provided classrooms by renting space in the Masonic temple, private homes and churches. On April 27, 1891 a mass 
meeting of residents of the area produced a formal request for construction of a school building and other neighborhood 
improvements. The directors of School District #20 responded by pledging to build the school and soon after acquired a site 
in the vicinity of 1200 blocks of Palmer and Bragdon Avenues. They next hired architect George Roe to design the building 
and supervise its construction.  On July 25, 1892 the District #20 Board accepted Frank Taylor’s $10,995 bid to build the 
first unit of the school which is shown above. The new school was to be called Columbian and addressed as 1202 Bragdon. 
Later that year District #20 passed an $80,000 bond issue to pay for the new school and other district wide improvements.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source—Pueblo Star- Journal, November 18, 
1949 page 10 articles by Hazel A. Smith. Three pho-
tographs of the various Columbian Schools accom-
pany the articles on page 22. 
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