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THE PUEBLO DODGERS BASEBALL TEAM
The 1952 Pueblo Dodgers finished 5th in the 8-team league Western League. While they lacked the All-Star
pitching that Elroy Face furnished during the previous season when he set a league record for number of wins
with 23, Norman Postolese (first row, third from left) was a consensus Western League All-star outfield finishing
with 175 hits and 263 total bases. The attendance at Runyon Field was 122,746 for the 77 home games.
— Photo courtesy Dwight Hunter
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE .........cccctmmmmmnmsnssnsnnsnnsnssnssnssnssnsnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnss APril 2005

Serving as President of the PCHS is a rewarding experience most of the time. | enjoy be-
ing part of this diverse group of people who share a common goal, and being able to share the
success and progress we have collectively contributed to.

I know there are many challenges ahead of us, and | am comfortable with our abilities to
meet these challenges. However, there is one challenge | don’t know how to address.

Here is the problem — in recent weeks it has been suggested that | have failed to thank
many volunteers who regularly perform valuable services for the Society, but | often thank oth-
ers by name or project in my president’s message. These are valid comments, but where do |
start and where do | stop?

Do | try to mention everyone by name for the act they perform, the service they provide or
the time they donate? Should I try to thank the many who deserve your and my gratitude for ser-
vices or contributions in the past? Do | mention those non-members who helped in some way
that benefited the Society?

The sizable number of current volunteers who are involved in some way compounds my
problem. Other members provide monetary support. Some donate artifacts, books, personal
items etc. Many regularly attend and support PCHS functions. Others share their knowledge.
Many provide positive information about the Society. All of these folks deserve your and my ap-
preciation, but | doubt the editor will allow me space to list everyone by nhame and contribution in
each month’s Lore.

So I’'m going to close this message with two thoughts. 1) The Society and | both sincerely
appreciate your contributions in whatever form they take, even if that message doesn’t appear in
print. 2) | hope you enjoy the self-satisfaction of knowing you have helped preserve and share
Pueblo’s history and heritages for present and future generations.

Best wishes.

— George Williams
¥

PUEBLO COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
(Telephone 719-543-6772 E-Mail: info@pueblohistory.org)
VISIT OUR WEBPAGE www.pueblohistory.org
Museum with numerous exhibits related to Pueblo area history located in the Southeastern Colorado Heritage Center, 201 W “B” St.
Edward Broadhead Historical Library with over 8,000 books, many on the American West.,
Located on the upper level of the Heritage Center. NO ADMISSION CHARGE.
Hours: 10 to 4 p.m., Tues. through Sat., or upon special arrangement.
MEMBERSHIPS: Student, $12.00 Single, $20.00. Couple or Family, $28.00. Supporting, $50. Sponsor, $100.00.
Patron, $300.00. Benefactor, $1,000.00. Institutional or Corporate, $1,000.00. Memberships include 12 monthly issues of Pueblo Lore and
privilege of borrowing most books contained in the library. MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION on back cover.
MEETINGS: 2™° Thurs. each month, 7 p.m., Sept. through June at the Ramada (formerly Holiday) Inn on N. Elizabeth. Dinner at 6 p.m.

OFFICERS: PRESIDENT: George R. Williams, 38 Country Club Village Dr., Pueblo CO 81008 (543-5294)
V. PRESIDENT: Dwight Hunter, 1003 W. Grant Ave., Pueblo CO 81004 (564-6946)
SECRETARY: Kathy Cline, 93 Amherst, Pueblo CO 81005 (295-1517)
TREASURER: Pattee Williams, 38 Country Club Village Dr., Pueblo CO 81008 (543-5294)

PAST PRESIDENT: Ione Miller, 52 MacArthur Rd., Pueblo CO 81001 (543-3215)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 3 year: George Abel (561-0995), Sandy Hilvitz (561-4982), Robert Strader (542-5150)
2 year: Larry Frank (561-0619), Mary Wallace (542-1652), Peggy Willcox (564-6338)
1 year: Susan Adamich (561-3381), Chris Ball (544-8131), Bill Crain (545-1443)
Library Director, Dorothy Hammond (566-1605)
Publications Chairman, Mildred Elkins (948-2217)
PUEBLO LORE: ISSN 0741-6598. Pueblo County Historical Society, 201 W. “B” St., Pueblo CO 81003
Editor, Arla Aschermann. (545-4272. ARLAA1@MINDSPRING.COM)
Staff: Donna Abel (561-0995 DPABEL1@JUNO.COM); Jean Hickman (546-0113, JEANNEJIMH@AOL.COM);
Dwight Hunter (564-6946, DLHUNTER@COMCAST.NET); Robert Strader (542-5150,
BOBKRIS@UNIONAVENUE.COM; George R. Williams (543-5294, WMSGEOPAT@YAHOO.COM)
Appropriate contributions welcome, neatly typewritten, up to about 8 double-spaced pages, with sources, or submitted in Microsoft Word on
disk or e-mail attachment. Bylines. Pay in copies only. Mail to Pueblo Lore, Pueblo County Historical Society, 201 W “B” St., Pueblo CO
81003. No return of material unless postage-paid self-addressed envelope included. The Society disclaims responsibility for statements of
fact or opinion made by contributors but will not accept material with obvious historical errors.

Copyright © 2004 Pueblo County Historical Society — All rights reserved



JOHN G. ROTH

and

The Silent Movies

By John E. Korber

Thomas Alva Edison’s company dis-
played the first commercial motion picture
machine in 1893. But the Lumiere broth-
ers, in a Paris café, preceded him with the
first public screening of projected motion
pictures on December 28, 1895. Edison
followed, on April 23, 1896, in New York
City music hall with the first public exhibi-
tion in the United States. A new form of
entertainment was born.’

From about 1905° until 1927 silent
movies flourished. Then Al Jolson, star-
ring in The Jazz Singer, created a sensa-
tion. He sang and spoke in synchroniza-
tion with the motion picture. * This was the
beginning of the end for silent motion pic-
tures.

But during those silent golden years
sound was provided by a musician, first a
pianist, and later, in larger theaters, an or-
ganist who played the music that suited the
action on the screen.

At least four Pueblo theaters were
equipped with Robert-Morton organs: the
Palm, 321 N. Santa Fe; the Majestic, (later
named the Pueblo), 116 W. 4th; the Rialto
(later the Chief), 611 North Main), and the
Steel City Y at 315 Canal Street. The Colo-
rado Theater, at 4th and Main was
equipped with the more prestigious
Waurlitzer.® A talented keyboard man was
a necessity, one who could manipulate all
the bells and whistles of the newly devel-
oped theater organ. Such a man was John
Roth.

John George Roth was born in Brooklyn,
New York on October 9, 1894. He grew up un-
der the influence of Tin Pan Alley and ma-
tured with the music of contemporaries such
as Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, Vincent
Youmans, and George Gershwin — especially
Gershwin. His parents recognized and en-
couraged his musical talent. At the age of
eleven he began two years of violin lessons.

e

John George Roth at the Wurlitzer Organ
in the Colorado Theatre in Pueblo.

vy S

1»Motion Pictures,” World Book Encyclopedia, 2004, Vol. XIll, p. 864

2 |bid.
3lbid. P.867.
* Ibid.

5Michael P. Thomason, Nights, A Cultural and Historical Examination of Theaters in Pueblo, Colorado — 1900-2000

(Pueblo, CO: Riverside Printing Co. 2000 , From Silents to Talkies.
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By the time he was sixteen he was walking
across the Brooklyn Bridge to demonstrate
sheet music in a Manhattan music store, on a
piano. (He had never had piano lessons.)

Just when he started accompanying silent
movies is a mystery but it was in New York.

Then Roth’s luck changed. He was diag-
nosed with tuberculosis. His doctors recom-
mended a move to the dryer climate of the
west. Colorado was a desirable destination
and Roth moved to Idaho Springs. Besides
performing in the local theater he also taught
music in the local high school and played an
occasional gig with a band.

He missed his fiancee, Bertha Hornumg
(born March 6, 1893) and convinced her to
come to Colorado. They married in Idaho
Springs on May 31, 1916.

On January 28, 1919 their first son, John
E. Roth was born.

The Roths then moved to Greeley where
Roth continued accompanying silent movies
and also teaching music at the Colorado State
Normal School (now the University of Northern
Colorado.) Here three more sons were born:
David on December 8, 1923; Edward on May
29, 1925, and James on July 10, 1927.

Because Roth lacked a degree he and the
college parted company. The Roths returned
to Idaho Springs where Roth continued ac-
companying silent movies and got his old job
back at the ldaho Springs high school. Here
Patsy, the youngest of the children, was born.

Publix Theaters, a subsidiary of Para-
mount, was the chain that owned the Colorado
Theater in Pueblo. C. T. Perrins had managed
a theater for them in Greeley, then transferred
to Pueblo to manage the Rialto. Then, on
opening night of the Colorado in 1926, Perrins
was the new manager.® This might have been
the connection that brought Roth to Pueblo.

Roth first appears in the 1931 Pueblo City
Directory. His occupation is listed simply as
“musician.” He may have played at the Palm
and Majestic (later called Pueblo) but the fami-
ly mainly remembers his time at the Colorado.

At one point in his career Roth accom-

®Ibid. Colorado

panied Billie Burke (later “the good witch of
the East” in The Wizard of Oz). Miss Burke
was starring in a stage production and Roth
accompanied her — and was invited to the
afterglow. James claims that it happened in
New York. Patsy claims it happened at the
Colorado here in Pueblo.

David, James, and Patsy remember tak-
ing piano lessons from their father but he
was an impatient taskmaster with his own
children and only Edward and Patsy contin-
ued. With a little effort, both could manage
to read notes and play piano.

Bertha felt that David had an extra-
ordinary voice and encouraged him to sing
along as his father played. On one occasion
David performed a solo accompanied by his
father, at a Nelda Johnson troupe perfor-
mance at Central High School.

All of the boys graduated from Central
High School and Patsy graduated from Pueb-
lo Catholic High. John, David, and James
served in the armed forces during World War
Il

John Roth loved baseball and softball.
Although his health would not permit him to
play it didn’t stop him from umpiring neigh-
borhood games from behind home plate.

In the late 1930s Pueblo was recuperat-
ing from the great depression. One large
WPA project was the installation of curbs in
neglected areas of the city. After installing
curbs around Delvin Park the city decided to
restore the park, removing dead trees and
planting new grass.

Upon completion of the project neigh-
borhood athletes scrounged yards for dis-
carded posts and fencing and constructed a
backstop at the site of their old ball field.
The parks department reacted by tearing
down the backstop and forbidding the play-
ing of softball.

After parental complaints the parks de-
partment did an about face. Mr. Fred W.
Huling, executive secretary of the Pueblo
Recreation Commission supplied the neigh-
borhood with brand new 4”x4” posts, 2”’x4”



cross pieces, and a new roll of chicken wire
to build a new backstop. Mr. Adolph Cun-
ning and Mr. John Roth headed the young
construction crew. Many afternoons of excit-
ing games followed — with John Roth as the
unofficial umpire.

When the Roth boys were older and
holding down part time jobs finances grew
easier. John Roth purchased a used 1938
Oldsmobile. During summers it was used to
haul the children to Hegler’s Swimming Pool.
Once again, John Roth did not participate —
but kept a watchful eye on the adolescent
crew.

The arrival of one of the first Hammond
electric organs in Pueblo was cause for ex-
citement. John and his wife and a neighbor-
hood couple planned to attend the musical
evening — and perhaps Roth would get the
chance to display his skills on the new in-
strument. But this did not happen. The own-
er was too possessive to allow anyone else
to touch the instrument. He probably missed
a great concert.

Arthur and Helen Carter, the grandpar-
ents of J. Ralph Carter, lived just around the
corner from the Roths at 140 Gale. The Cart-
ers had a great old upright piano. Stanley
Grundy and his mother, Hazel, used to visit
the Carters and on several occasions got to
hear John Roth as he played one after anoth-
er of the great old standards.

On numerous occasions Roth would
crank up the old Smith & Barnes at this writ-
er’'s home. This writer still remembers with
amazement that Roth performed Gershwin’s
Rhapsody in Blue entirely from memory.

John Roth fell in love with the Rockies.
On trips to Salida in the Oldsmobile he would
encounter one beautiful scene after anoth-
er.

9

"Kelly, Bernard. “The Best Seat in the House,”
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He decided to try to capture these on can-
vas. It was a hobby that he enjoyed for
much of the rest of his life. In each of the
children’s homes can be found examples
of his work. He was a self-taught artist.

David, James, and Patsy had success-
ful careers with School District 60. John E.
Roth, the oldest, started with the district
but in 1961 moved to Carmel, California
where he taught in high schools. He also
served on the volunteer fire department,
eventually rising to chairman and on Feb-
ruary 20, 1977 was involved in a sea rescue
off Yankee Point, receiving a commenda-
tion for his efforts. He died on August 30,
1984. Edward started as a clerk for the
D&RGW Railroad in Pueblo but eventually
was made a traffic agent in Reno, Nevada
where he still resides.

John George Roth died on November
5, 1952. Bertha passed away on November
5, 1972. They were buried just inside the
old main gate at Imperial Memorial Gar-
dens.

They leave a legacy of nineteen grand
children who are now busy raising their
own families.

LOOKING BACK

On warm summer evenings when
doors and windows were left open to catch
any breeze, and John Roth felt inspired to
play, anyone who happened to wander by
522 West Corona might want to linger, and
hear the pleasant piano rhythms right in
the middle of Bernard Kally’s blocks.” They
might hear a bit of the great entertainment
that New York had to offer. But now, as
Irving Berlin wrote, “The song is ended but
the melody lingers on.”

Pueblo Lore.” December 1984, p. 1
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MAIN STREET, LOOKING NORTH AS IT APPEARED IN THE MID-1900s

The vertical COLORADO sign marks the theater at 4th and Main where
John George Roth played the Wurlitzer organ for background music during si-
lent movie days in the early 1930s.

By the time of World War Il the main floor of the Colorado Building was
occupied by a J J Newberry variety store. The light colored building in the fore-
ground, 3rd and Main, was the S H Kress variety store. F. W. Woolworth was at
4th and Main, across the street south of the Colorado building. Three five-and-
dime stores almost within a block!

The tall building is the Thatcher Building, at 5th and Main. For many years
it was the home of the First National Bank. The County Court House at 10th

Street appears in the distance.
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George Frederick Ruxton
Traveler and Adventurer

By Robert Strader

George Ruxton was an incredible traveler and adventurer. His connection with
Pueblo history is that he spent part of the winter of 1846-47 at Fort Pueblo and the sur-
rounding area recording his perceptions in several magazine articles and books.

George Ruxton was born on July 24,
1821 at Eynsham Hall, Oxfordshire, England.
His father was an affluent army surgeon, and
from the evidence of George’s writings, his
parents must have educated him well. He en-
tered Sandhurst Military Academy at 14, but
soon tired of school and began looking for a
life of adventure.

About this time, a civil war broke out,
and George made his way to Spain to partici-
pate. There, at age 17, he joined an English
detachment fighting to preserve the crown of
Queen Isabella Il. After two years, he was rec-
ognized for his gallantry and bravery by being
awarded the Cross of San Fernando with the
title of Spanish knight. He also learned the
Spanish language, which served him well in
the years to come.

Remaining in the military, he served as
a lieutenant on garrison duty in Ireland and
again in Canada. He retired from the British
army in October 1843, having become
disillusioned with military life, and then went
on an extensive hunt with Chippewa Indians
in Upper Canada during the winter of 1843-44.
He made two trips to Africa in 1844 and 1845,
the first to Morocco and the second to South
Africa at which point he intended to traverse
the continent from west to east at the Tropic
of Capricorn, but given little support or
encouragement from European traders and
missionaries, he abandoned the effort.

August 1846 found Ruxton disembarking
at Vera Cruz, Mexico. He represented himself
as a diplomatic and commercial agent of the
British government. After securing supplies
and mounts, he set out on a journey through
Mexico. From El Paso he would ascend the
Rio Grande River into the San Luis Valley,
cross the mountains and reach Fort Pueblo

and the Arkansas river. Most of the time he
traveled with no more than one or two com-
panions and sometimes with none at all ex-
cept his trusted horse, Panchito, and a cou-
ple of pack mules. Even though Mexico was
engaged in a war with the United States at
this time and the communities and ranchos
in northern New Mexico were constantly be-
ing harassed by Comanche Indians, Ruxton
exhibited little fear. He was robbed of $3000
on one occasion, but the local constabulary
of the community knew who the culprit was
and retrieved it for him.

In his writings of this journey, Ruxton
describes in detail the terrain, the flora and
fauna, and the people and villages he passed
through. Ruxton’s description of Santa Fe is
not one that would be appreciated by the in-
habitants of that fair city nowadays: “The
town is a wretched collection of mud-
houses, without a single building of stone,
although it boasts a palacio — as the adobe
residence of the Governor is called — a long
low building, taking up the greater part of
one side of the plaza or public square, round
which runs a portal colonnade supported by
pillars of rough pine. The appearance of the
town defies description, and | can compare it
to nothing but a dilapidated brick-kiln or a
prairie-dog town. The inhabitants are worthy
of their city, and a more miserable, vicious
looking population it would be impossible to
imagine. Neither was the town approved, at
the time of my visit, by the addition to the
population of some three thousand Ameri-
cans, the dirtiest, rowdiest crew | have ever
seen collected together.” ' (The Americans
were among those under the command of
Colonel Stephen Kearny who invaded and
occupied Santa Fe in the Mexican War.)



6 — PUEBLO LORE — April 2005

From Santa Fe, Ruxton proceeded to
Taos, which he refers to as the village of Fer-
nandez in the Valley of Taos. He stayed
briefly in the house of a trader and distiller of
Taos Lightning (a potent whiskey popular
with trappers and traders), an American by
the name of Lee. Had he accepted an invita-
tion from Lee to spend the winter, he would
have been massacred along with Lee, newly
appointed governor, Charles Bent, and other
foreigners by Mexicans and Pueblo Indians
in what would be called the Taos Rebellion in
January of 1847.

Continuing up the Rio Grande, Ruxton
entered the San Luis Valley and made his
way northeastward toward the Arkansas Riv-
er watershed, enduring intense cold and high
snowdrifts which very nearly killed him, his
animals and his Pueblo Indian guide. He
crossed the mountains at Sangre de Christo
Pass (north of present La Veta Pass) and
emerged at the headwaters of the Huerfano
River. Crossing that river, he headed north to
Greenhorn Creek where he encountered an
American on horseback who led them to a
settlement of a few French Canadian hunters
and their squaws.?> Ruxton’s description of
the trail to Pueblo is worth quoting for those
of us interested in Pueblo’s history:

From the Greenhorn an easy day’s
travel brought us to the banks of the San
Carlos, [St. Charles] which, receiving the
former creek, falls into the Arkansa [sic]
about two hundred fifty miles from its
source. The San Carlos is well timbered
with cottonwood, cherry, quaking-asp,
box alder, and many varieties of shrubs,
and many spots in the valley are admira-
bly adapted for cultivation, with a rich,
loamy soil, and so situated as to be irri-
gated with great facility from the creek.
Irrigation is indispensable over the
whole of this region, rain seldom falling
in the spring and summer, which is one
of the greatest drawbacks to the settle-
ment of this country, the labour of irriga-
tion being very great. The San Carlos
heads in a lofty range of mountains
about forty miles from its junction with
the Arkansa. Near its upper waters is a
circular valley enclosed by rugged high-

lands, through which the stream forces
its way in a canon whose precipitous
sides overhand it to the height of three
hundred feet [The St. Charles canyon
below present Lake San Isabel]. The
face of the rock (of a dark limestone) is
in many places perfectly vertical, and
rises from the water’s edge to a great
elevation, pinons and small cedars grow-
ing out of crevices in the sides.

After leaving this creek we passed a
barren rolling prairie with scanty herb-
age and covered with the palmilla or
soap plant [yucca]. A few antelope were
its only tenants, and these so shy that |
was unable to approach them. Fourteen
miles from the San Carlos we struck the
Arkansa at the little Indian trading fort of
the “Pueblo,” which is situated on the
left bank, a few hundred yards above the
mouth of the Fontaine-qui-bouille, or
Boiling Springs River [Fountain River],
so called from two springs of mineral
water near its headwaters under Pike’s
Peak, about sixty miles from its mouth.
Here | was hospitably entertained in the
lodge of one John Hawkins, an ex-
trapper and well-known mountaineer. |
turned my animals loose, and allowed
them to seek for themselves the best
pastures, as in the vicinity of the fort the
prairies were perfectly bare of grass, and
it was only near the mountain that any of
a good quality was to be found.

The Arkansa is here a clear, rapid
river about a hundred yards in width.
The bottom, which is enclosed on each
side by high bluffs, is about a quarter of
a mile across, and timbered with a heavy
growth of cotton-wood, some of the
trees being of great size. On each side,
vast rolling prairies stretch away for
hundreds of miles, gradually ascending
on the side toward the mountains, and
the highlands are there sparsely covered
with pinon and cedar. The high banks
through which the river occasionally
passes are of shale and sandstone, and
rise precipitously from the water. As-
cending the river the country is wild, and
broken until it enters the mountains,
when the scenery is grand and impos-
ing; but the prairies around it are arid



and sterile, producing little vegetation,
and the grass, though of good quality, is
thin and scarce. The Pueblo is a small
square fort of adobe with circular basti-
ons at the corners, no part of the walls
being more than eight feet high, and
around the inside of the yard or corral
are built some half-dozen little rooms
inhabited by as many Indian traders,
coureurs des bois, and mountain men.
They live entirely on game, and the
greater part of the year without even
bread, since little maize is cultivated. As
soon as their supply of meat is exhaust-
ed, they start to the mountains with two
or three pack-animals, and bring them
back in two or three days loaded with
buffalo or venison. In the immediate vi-
cinity of the fort game is very scarce,
and the buffalo have within a few years
deserted the neighboring prairies, but
they are always found in the mountain-
valleys, particularly in one called Bayou
Salado [South Park] which abounds in
every species of game, including elk,
bears, deer, bighorn or Rocl§y Mountain
sheep, buffalo, antelope, &c.

From Fort Pueblo, Ruxton made two
hunting excursions up the Fountain River.
On the first, he avoided a war party of Arapa-
hoe Indians, and then encountered a vicious
blizzard that he and his animals barely sur-
vived. On the second, he ascended the
Fountain all the way to the Manitou springs
and camped on a creek that still bears his
name. His apparent lack of fear of Indians is
expressed in this quote: “At night | returned
to camp, made a fire, cooked an appola of
antelope-meat, and enjoyed my solitary pipe
after supper with as much relish as if | was in
a divan, and lay on my blanket, serenaded by
a pack of hungry wolves, and sleeping as
soundly as if there were no such people in
existence as Arapahos, merely waking now
and then and raising my hand to the top of
my head, to assure myself that my top-knot
was still in place.” *

Ruxton then crossed Ute Pass and
camped and hunted on the South Platte Riv-
er in South Park before returning to Fort
Pueblo. In a series of articles he wrote for a
British
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British magazine which was later published
as a combination of fiction and fact in a book
entitled, Life in the Far West, Ruxton actually
inserted himself into his story about a meet-
ing between himself and his two fictional
trapper stalwarts, Killbuck and LaBonte.
These intrepid mountain men had just parted
ways with a friendly Ute band they had win-
tered with. In Ruxton’s words, “As they fol-
lowed the trail from the bayou, at sundown,
just as they were thinking of camping, they
observed ahead of them a solitary horseman
riding along, followed by three mules. His
hunting-frock of fringed buckskin, and rifle
resting across the horn of his saddle, at once
proclaimed him white; but as he saw the
mountaineers winding through the canon,
driving before them half a dozen horses, he
judged they might possibly be Indians and
enemies, the more so as their dress was not
the usual custom of the whites. The trap-
pers, therefore, saw the stranger raise the
rifle in the hollow of his arm, and, gathering
up his horse, ride steadily to meet them. ...
; however, on nearing them, the stranger dis-
covered his mistake; and throwing his rifle
across the saddle once more, reined in his
horse and waited their approach;. . . .” Rux-
ton (though not identifying himself as such)
then carried on a lively conversation with
these fictional characters before making
camp with them and sharing his food and
tobacco. ® Whether this incident ever actually
took place between Ruxton and two real-life
mountain men, no one knows, but Ruxton
later maintained that Killbouck and LaBonte
were pseudonyms for real people and all of
the events in his book were true.

Ruxton returned to Fort Pueblo in the
spring of 1847. It was here and later at
Bent’s Fort, that he met some of the colorful
characters whose adventures trapping bea-
ver and eluding hostile Indians provided the
grist for his Life in the Far West. Among
those he mentioned in his Adventures in
Mexico and the Rocky Mountains was the
Mexican wife of John Hawkins who had been
kidnapped from her home in Mexico by Co-
manches, then after several years had been
purchased by Hawkins at Bent’s Fort. Rux-
ton continued, “Three or four Taos women,
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and as many squaws of every nation; com-
prised the ‘female society’ on the Upper Ar-
kansa . . ..” Among the hunters were four
Delaware Indians named Jim Dicky, Jim
Swannick, Little Beaver, and Big Nigger.
They were remnants of a band who had been
trapping in the mountains for several years,
most of whom had been killed by hostile In-
dians. An Indian trader named Tharpe was
there at the time with two men he had pur-
chased from the Kiowa. One was an Ameri-
can Negro who, escaping slavery, had been
captured and enslaved by Indians until he
met Tharpe. The other was a Mexican who
had been carried off by the Comanches when
just a child and lived among them for many
years. Tharpe himself was killed that spring
by Pawnees while hunting buffalo.

Toward the end of April, Ruxton pre-
pared to return to the United States. He trav-
eled with two companions to Bent’s Fort
where he joined a company of army wagons
heading east to Fort Leavenworth. Among
his fellow travelers was one Lewis Garrard
who would write another of the classic sto-
ries of the west, Wa-to-ya and the Taos Trail.

Ruxton returned to England in August
1847. There he wrote Adventures in Mexico
and the Rocky Mountains from notes he had
kept while traveling. It was published by the
end of the year. During the winter and spring
of 1848, he wrote the articles entitled “Life in
the Far West” which were published serially
in Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine in 1848,
then published as a book in 1849.

In August of 1848 Ruxton returned to St.
Louis with the intention of outfitting for an-
other adventure, this time down the Colum-
bia River. Tragically, he had injured his
spine from a fall from a mule at Fort Pueblo
and was in a badly weakened state when he
was struck by epidemic dysentery. George
Frederick Ruxton died there just a few days
after his 27th birthday.

ENDNOTES

'George A. F. Ruxton, Adventures in Mexico
and the Rocky Mountains 1846-47, Rio
Grande Press, Glorieta, New Mexico, 1973,
p- 189

2The Greenhorn settlement in Janet
Lecompte’s Pueblo, Hardscrabble, Green-

horn,p. 139
*Ruxton, pp. 221-224

‘Ibid. P. 250

*George Frederick Ruxton, Life in the Far
West, Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1951, pp. 39-40

SRuxtun, Adventures, pp. 283-287
OTHER SOURCES

Ruxton of the Rockies is a compilation of
Ruxton’s writings about his Spanish adven-
ture, his military service in Ireland and Cana-
da, his winter hunt with the Chippewas as
well as the contents of his Adventures in
Mexico _and the Rocky Mountains. All of
these books are available in the Edward
Broadhead Library and the Pueblo Public Li-
brary.
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Ruxton and Arapahoe at Ute Pass
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How Mormons measured distance traveled
In 1847

Have you ever wondered how early explorers computed the number of miles traveled?

A good description of two such methods is found in The Founding of an Empire, a book
written about the Mormon migration to Utah by Leland Hargrave Creer, Professor of American
History at the University of Utah, 1947.

Brigham Young led a hand-picked advance party called the Pioneer Band (143 men, 3
women and 2 children) when they left their winter quarters at Fort Laramie on April 7, 1847 to
continue across Wyoming in search of a suitable place to settle.

During this leg of the journey Prophet Young requested that a more efficient method of
measuring mileage be found to replace the usual custom of tying a scrap of red flannel to a
wagon wheel spoke and counting the wheel’s revolutions to compute mileage.

This Pioneer Band was made up of experienced and recognized leaders of the church,
some with very unusual talents. Orson Pratt “used the latest and best scientific instruments
for ascertaining latitude and longitude, altitude and the state of the atmosphere” and also rec-
orded the fauna, flora and topography of the country through which they passed. His detailed
records proved quite accurate when compared with those of other explorer-scientists.

Pratt also recorded in his journal the details regarding his ingenious “double endless
screw.”

For several days Mr. Clayton (the camp historian) and several others have
been thinking about the best method of attaching some machinery to a waon, to
indicate the number of miles daily travelled [sic]. | was requested this forenoon
by Mr. B. Young to give the project some attention; accordingly, this afternoon |
proposed the following method: — Let a wagon wheel be of such a circumfer-
ence that 360 revolutions be one mile.... Let this wheel act upon a screw in such
a manner that six revolutions of the wagon wheel shall give the screw one revo-
lution. Let the threads of the screw act upon a wheel of sixty cogs, which will ev-
idently perform one revolution per mile. Let this wheel of sixty cogs be the head
of another screw, acting upon another wheel of thirty cogs; it is evident that in
the movements of this second wheel, each cog will represent one mile. Now if
the cogs are numbered from 0 to 30, the number of miles travelled will be indicat-
ed during every part of the day . Let every sixth cog of the wheel be nhumbered
from 0 to 10, and the division will indicate the fractional part of a mile or tenths;
while if any one should be desirous to acertain still smaller divisional fractions,
each cog between the divisions will give five and one-third rods. This machinery
(which may be called the double endless screw) will be simple in its construction
and of very small bulk, requiring scarcely any sensible additional power.... The
weight of this machinery need not exceed three pounds.

The odometer, as constructed by a skilled mechanic according to Pratt’s instructions, out
in the middle of wind-swept Wyoming, was small enough to be contained in a box 18 inches
long, 15 inches high and three inches thick. The original model is preserved for posterity in
the Deseret Museum at Salt Lake City.
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GRANDMA'’S CURES

Any gathering of folks “of a certain age” is sure to turn to the high cost of medica-
tions, insurance and the state of Social Security. For those persons, Donna Abel of the
Lore staff offers some reminders of the good old days and some of Grandma’s “cures.”

Those “cures” originally ran in the February 1981 Lore and were compiled at that time
by Mary Ann Brady.

WILD ROSE

The fruit of the rose, called rose hips, are large and bright red in the fall. They are
especially rich in vitamin C and many natural Vitamin C preparations contain powdered
rose hips. During World War Il when the Scandinavian countries could not get citrus
fruits, the government issued a bulletin telling the people to gather and eat rose hips for
Vitamin C. One rose hip is supposed to contain the Vitamin C of one grapefruit. The fruit
of the cultivated rose also can be eaten but may not be so strong in Vitamin C as that of a
wild rose. All species of rose including the garden varieties have been considered to be a
valuable tonic and good for the heart in particular; rose hips were eaten or brewed by the
Indians as a cure for colds. The tea has a pleasant taste and fragrance and is available in
health food outlets; many residents of the Rye and Beulah areas make an annual outing of
gathering rose hips for tea.

VIOLET

The leaves and flowers of the violet commonly growing wild in Colorado woodlands
were used by the Indians and early settlers to give relief from severe headaches. A heap-
ing teaspoonful, steeped in a cup of boiling water for 30 minutes and then strained, taken a
tablespoonful at a time four to six times a day, was recommended.

The leaves and flowers are used as an antiseptic and expectorant, the flowers for
coughs and colds. Violet leaves steeped or soaked in water and used as a poultice over a
period of time is an old folk remedy for curing cancer. It is said that you use fresh leaves
infused in fresh water for 12 hours. The stems of the yellow wood violet have a delicious
flavor when chewed and the leaves of any violet are edible and can be used in salads.

MINT

Several varieties of wild mint grow in Pueblo County. One, which grows along
streams in moist ground and with small purplish flowers high on the stems, and a very
strong spearmint scent when crushed, was a favorite of Indian women for all sorts of
“female troubles.” The tea was drunk by young married women to make them more fertile
and before and after childbirth to help the genital tract clear itself of waste. This mint was
once esteemed as a sure cure for frigidity in both sexes and even today is used as a tonic
for bulls and stallions. The leaves can be eaten fresh or made into a tea, fresh or dried,
and can be combined with other herbs to make other teas more palatable and interesting
to the taste buds. It is also used in salads. The tea was often sweetened with honey. As a
rub for rheumatism and arthritis or stiff joints; the mint was crushed, heated gently a few
minutes and then steeped in apple cider vinegar overnight. For headaches the mint-
vinegar lotion was used cold. A cotton cloth was steeped in it and laid across the fore-
head, being renewed with cold solution frequently. Many herbalists today still consider
this an excellent headache remedy.
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Taken internally, this mint is considered to be generally beneficial to the digestive
tract and for such disorders as acid stomach, flatulence, gastritis, diarrhea and dysen-
tery.

This water mint is often detected accidentally by walkers who brush past it or step on
it while crossing streamlets and are suddenly aware of the strong minty odor in the air.

WATERCRESS
Watercress is found through the mountains alongside and in flowing streams and by
springs. It is a spreading plant with small round leaves that have a biting stingy taste.
Watercress is an old folk remedy for treatment of all nervous ailments, weak eyesight,
weak and impure blood, and to strengthen the heart. It makes an interesting salad ingre-
dient. It is also chopped and folded into cottage cheese or steeped in milk, the milk drunk
and the herb eaten afterward. Watercress sandwiches are served for tea in England.

SUNFLOWER
Indians used the baked roots of the sunflower as a poultice for rheumatism, arthritis,
bruises and contusions. The seeds are useful in coughs and colds as an expectorant and
are very high in Vitamin B content.

FIREWEED
A tall-growing weed found in both the foothills and higher mountains and frequently
pictured in wildflower books on the area, fireweed has pink to red or reddish purple flow-
ers that bloom along its tall spike. It is strongly astringent and was used by early settlers
for most of the diseases of the mucous membranes and for colon troubles, cholera and
dysentery. The whole plant was used and it was recommended that it be taken very hot.

WILD GERANIUM
A tea of the root was used by the Indians for birth control. To our present knowledge,
no one has explained how this works. This tea also was drunk for diarrhea. It was gar-
gled for sore throats and used as a styptic.

CHOKECHERRY OR WILD BLACK CHERRY
Most people who have lived any length of time in Pueblo County are familiar with the
chokecherry bush and the highly flavored, somewhat tart jelly that is made from its fruit.
In this part of the country, the chokecherry is a small tree or tall shrub and tends to grow
in thickets. The leaves are alternate, stiff, and oblong to oval, shiny above and lighter un-
derneath. The small white flowers grow in elongated clusters, as does the fruit, which is

nearly spherical and purple-black when ripe in late summer or autumn.

Chokecherry is also a medicinal plant which has been used for many years, and it
was once a favorite ingredient in cough or cold medicines, its effectiveness attributed to
sedative action on respiratory nerves. The primary use of the bark in any healing situa-
tion was as a sedative and stomachic. The bark was collected in the fall and was not
boiled but was carefully steeped to draw out the medicinal properties.

Various Indian tribes used chokecherry tea for different reasons. One tribe used a tea
made from the inner bark to ease pain during labor. Other tribes used a tea of the bark for
lung problems and diarrhea. One tribe made use of it as an enema for hemorrhoids. An-
other allowed the ripe cherry juice to ferment for one and year and used it to cure dysen-
tery. ®
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Hardscrabble
by
Edward Broadhead'

HIGH in the Wet Mountains rises the
north branch of Hardscrabble Creek in a
shallow and fertile valley called Junkins
Park. It flows east and north cutting through
one of the most scenic canyons in the area.
Where the south branch of the creek joins it
just a few miles south of Greenwood the land
begins to smooth out into a very broad valley
which supports Wetmore. The stream, in the
early days called La Penasco, flows northerly
away from the mountains and is joined by a
number of small creeks, such as Adobe, Min-
eral and Newlin, before it reaches the Arkan-
sas just west of Portland. Today the land is
dry supporting cattle ranches. A century ago
there was more water which provided mois-
ture for vegetable gardens. In this broad val-
ley appeared the first villages and forts of
Colorado.

It is believed that in 1829 twenty-year-old
William Bent set up a trading post at the
mouth of the Hardscrabble near present day
Portland where there was a good spring.
The post was on the north side of the river in
the territory of the United States. South of
the river was Mexico. This post was desert-
ed within a year. However, Bent was there
long enough to begin a lifelong friendship
with the Cheyennes. A group of them had
come to visit the post and two young braves
were intrigued enough with the place to stay
on after the party moved on. When a Coman-
che raiding party came to the post, William
Bent concealed the braves successfully and
the Comanches never found out that the
Cheyenne boys had remained. Up to the day
of Bent’s death the Cheyennes gave their
loyalty to the Bents and William in turn con-
sidered them as a family. As a matter of fact
he married a Cheyenne by the name of Owl
Woman who gave him five children.

The Bent brothers started their fort near
La Junta in 1832 and it was operating the

La Junta in 1832 and it was operating the fol-
lowing year. The new location was a more
suitable site to serve the trade on the Santa
Fe Trail which veered south almost a hun-
dred miles east of Hardscrabble. All the forts
in this area served as centers for beaver
trappers, for the Indian trade in buffalo hides,
and the supplying of all necessities of life
including whiskey.

However, there was an old Indian trail up
the Hardscrabble Pass which many thought
would become the main route to Santa Fe,
crossing the Wet Mountains and the Valley,
then across Mosca Pass into the San Luis
Valley and south along the Rio Grande to
Taos and Santa Fe. Possibly with this in
mind several traders, including the Bent
brothers, supported the building of Fort
LeDuc, often called El Cuervo, at the junction
of Adobe and Mineral Creeks some ten miles
south of the Arkansas. Aside from serving
the trappers, this post was to serve the Utes,
who did not often venture onto the plains. It
also would serve the Cheyennes, Arapahoes
and the Sioux from the plains. The sponsors
of the fort chose Maurice LeDuc to operate
the post. He was a French moluntain man
who spoke a patois of Spanish, French, Ute
and a smattering of English. At the time he
had a Ute wife.

The fort was adobe with a protective
fence of spiked pickets. The workmen who
built the fort had been brought from Taos,
and when the task was finished, many of
them settled nearby with their families form-
ing a Mexican village called La Placita de
Penasco Amarillo to raise crops under the
protection of the fort. This was Mexican land
and the fort had the approval of the Mexican
government. The post was erected in 1830
but did not prosper as anticipated. LeDuc
spent very little time there, preferring to

' The PCHS library at the Heritage Center is named for the late Mr. Broadhead. This piece was written in 1977.



roam the mountains and visit Taos, even Cal-
ifornia, or hunt buffalo on the plains.

George Simpson, Joseph Doyle and Al-
exander Barclay built a trading fort at Pueblo
in 1842. In 1844 they joined in establishing
an adobe post on the Hardscrabble where
Newlin Creek joins it. This was about five or
six miles north of LeDuc’s fort and ranch.
There was a good deal of traffic between
Pueblo and Hardscrabble since Pueblo was
north of the Arkansas in the United States
and Hardscrabble was south of the river in
Mexico. In addition to regular trade there
was a good deal of smuggling both of whis-
key and of gold. Control on the United
States side was non-existent but the Mexi-
cans had heavy tariffs both at Taos and at
Santa Fe. There was much whiskey distilled
at Turley’s Mill at Arroyo Hondo just north of
Taos. Taos lightning was in constant de-
mand by the Indians.

At Hardscrabble Plaza in June 1844 Isa-
bel Simpson was the first white child born in
this region. The occasion brought about a
large celebration attended by hundreds of
Indians who came to see the paleface pa-
poose. In November of that year George
Simpson took his wife, Juana, to Taos where
they were officially married by a priest. At
the same time Isabel was baptized. Juana
was the daughter of Teresita Suaso who had
come to Mora, New Mexico, from Taos with
her husband, Manuel. In Mora she became
interested in Matt Kinkaid and went with him
to Hardscrabble where Kinkaid developed an
extensive ranch. She bore him two children,
Rafaela and Andres. At the time that Simp-
son took Juana to Taos for the wedding, his
parner Joseph Doyle took her thirteen-year-
old sister, Crusita, for a double wedding.
Very shortly the mother Teresita left Kinkaid
and moved in with Alexander Barclay. The
three partners were thus related by marriage.

Hardscrabble Plaza flourished for only
about four years, most residents having left
by 1848. However, a few settlers moved in
and out again over the next few years. As
early as 1846 Simpson and Doyle left the Pla-
za and returned to their places near
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Plaza and returned to their places near Pueb-
lo. Barclay spent the winter at Greenhorn
after having heard that Taos was dangerous
because of the threatened war between the
United States and Mexico.

In October 1847 a band of Arapahoes ap-
proached El Cuervo and demanded that
LeDuc surrender to them his Ute wife. He
stalled them off for a few hours by saying
that she needed time to pack. In the mean-
time he sent a runner to inform his Ute
friends in the Wet Mountain Valley of his
problem. The next day there was a fierce
battle with the Utes victorious.

The cession of New Mexico to the United
States in 1848 following the war left no fur-
ther opportunity to smuggle goods or whis-
key across the border. In 1854 the Utes had
received a gift of blankets which was infect-
ed with smallpox. In their anger they swept
into Hardscrabble Plaza and murdered all the
white inhabitants. They moved on to Pueblo
and massacred its inhabitants. The settle-
ments were not revived again although
LeDuc did spend some further years in pov-
erty with his son at El Cuervo. Barclay and
Doyle built a fort and trading post at Mora in
New Mexico which was at a strategic point
on the more popular trail to Santa Fe. Today
the Hardscrabble region supports the towns
of Greenwood and Wetmore, but none in the
area of the old forts.

Today there is a sign which designated
the site of El Cuervo a mile west of the high-
way from Wetmore to Florence. Nothing re-
mains at the site to identify it. El Cuervo is
about a mile north of the Custer County line
in Fremont County. The site of Hardscrabble
Plaza is some five or six miles north of El
Cuervo just above the spot where Newlin
Creek empties into the Hardscrabble. This is
only four miles from the junction of the Hard-
scrabble with the Arkansas.
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1870 Fire Laws in Pueblo Were Hot Topic
(Compiled by Jeanne Hickman from the 1870 Colorado Chieftain)

Times change, and nothing demonstrates that more than a review of the newly
adopted fire department ordinances of 1870. Picture yourself or your ancestors 135
years ago following these regulations.

— Fire marshals will be identified by wearing a cap with a star on the front while on du-
ty.

— Every person present during a fire shall be subject to the orders of the fire wardens
or any town officer in extinguishing the fire and removing and protecting property.
Any refusal to obey such orders shall be fined five dollars and may be arrested by the
town magistrate.

— Any person feeling aggrieved by he action or decision of the fire warden may appeal
to the Board of Trustees, but, the order must be complied with to discontinue the mak-
ing of any fire until the final decision.

¥

— It shall be the duty of the fire wardens to examine all buildings, all depositories of
ashes and manufacturing establishments and report to the Board of Trustees all viola-
tions of the ordinances.

— The fire wardens shall also, from time to time, inspect all stores, fire places, hearths,
grates, furnaces, boilers and other places in the town where fire may be kept, and all
stove pipes, chimneys, ovens or other apparatus or fixtures connected therewith.

— No person shall weigh or sell any gunpowder or gun cotton after the lighting of
lamps, except in sealed canisters or cases. Violations can be subject to fines ranging
from $10 to $100.

— No lighted candle or lamp may be used in any stable or building wherein hay, straw
or other combustible material shall be kept unless the same be well secured in a lan-
tern, under a penalty of two dollars for each offense.

— No hay, straw, chips, shavings or other combustible materials shall be set on fire or
burned in any street or lot within 40 feet of any building (and then only in the daytime
and when the wind is not blowing) without permission of the fire warden under a penal-
ty of $5.
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— No ashes shall be kept or deposited in any part of town unless the same is kept in
a secure metallic or earthen vessel or brick, stone or adobe ash room. First viola-
tion will be fined $3 plus $1 for every day after notice from the fire warden to remove
it.

3

— It is illegal to pile hay, straw or other combustible material within 60 feet of any
building where fire is kept without it being enclosed to protect it from flying sparks.
Fine is $10.

¥

— All Chimneys must be at least four inches thick and made of stone, brick or ado-
be, completely embedded in lime mortar or mud.

¥*

— No person shall keep at his place of business a greater quantity of gunpowder or
other combustible material than 50 pounds at one time.
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KADETT

SALES waIAVCT

Automobile Row, on North Santa Fe Avenue
As it appeared in the 1960s.
— PCHS photo

23

From The Centennial, Oct. 1894 —

The Senior Class has been making rapid progress in the study of chemistry. The third
week of the term was employed in performing many interesting and useful experiments in the
drinking water of our city. It was found, by careful test, to contain no organic impurity and little
or no ammonia, which is very injurious to health. Pueblo ranks second among the cities of
Colorado in the purity of its drinking water.

The following are the facts as they were discovered:

¢ Degrees of hardness: thirteen.
¢ Amount of solid residue: twenty grains per Imperial gallon.
¢ Organic matter: none.

¢ Ammonia: none.

As ammonia indicates that the water has passed through decaying vegetable or animal
matter, the absence of this gas is good proof of purity. These tests were made Sept. 18" and
19", 1894. Great care being exercised to ensure accuracy.

The test for hardness was made with Clarke’s Soap Solution, and the test for solid residue
by evaporation. In testing for organic impurities, we added sulphuric acid to acidify the water,
and then added potassium permanganate until the whole assumed a deep purplish tint. After
standing for two hours, the solution retained its color thus affording ample proof that no or-
ganic matter was present. The test for ammonia was made with Nessler’s Test Solution.
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Looking Back — Pueblo Through the Years
Compiled by Jeanne Hickman
From the April 1955 Pueblo Chieftain

April 2, 1955 — Colorado State Employment Service placed 630 local resi-
dents in new jobs during March, an increase of 235 above the same month last
year. Only 1,600 persons are listed as unemployed. The general Keep Pueblo
Ahead feeling is partly responsible for the upswing, according to Robert
Stallard, local manager.

April 3, 1955 — The second annual old-fashioned box supper auction was held
Saturday night by members and guests of the Pueblo Commercial Travelers As-
sociation at the American Legion Post 2 home. Auctioneer was Robert Taylor. A
man who bought a box supper got the privilege of sharing the meal with the
woman who prepared it.

April 4, 1955 — Newly elected officers of the Pueblo Ministerial Association will
be installed May 3. Rev. Hugh Bishop of First Church of God is treasurer; the
Rev. Lloyd R. Sparks of Broadway Christian Church is vice president; the Rev.
Henry H. Baker of St. Paul Methodist Church is president; and the Rev. S. A.
Scott of Hope Evangelical United Lutheran Church is secretary.

April 10, 1955 — Members of Booster District 1 of the Supreme Forest Woodmen
Circle in Colorado will hold their district convention April 23 at the Whitman Ho-
tel, according to Mrs. Vione Buttendahl of Pueblo, district president. About 100
delegates are expected to attend. The fraternal society of women and girls has a
national membership of 156,000. It was started 64 years ago.

April 12, 1955 — About 60 brick masons and helpers, involved in a four-day dis-
pute which resulted in a walkout at the CF&l Minnequa Plant, Monday voted
overwhelmingly to return to work this morning “out of deference to the requests
of officials of the international union.” The walkout, which was not authorized
by the union, occurred Friday in protest over appointment of a non-craftsman as
foreman. The question of appointment of a foreman is strictly a management
prerogative and is entirely outside the scope of the contract with the unions, ac-
cording to Michael J. Soldren, director of district 6 of the United Steelworkers of
America-CIO.

April 16, 1955 — The initial injections of polio vaccine for Pueblo school children
have been postponed one week because of a delay in the shipment of the serum.
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McCORD MERCANTILE CO.— LIEBHARDT PRODUCE CO.

(PCHS files)

THIS PHOTOGRAPH of The McCord Mercantile Co. and The Liebhardt Produce Co. was taken in
1906 or 1907. City Directories of the time list these buildings as “the southeast corner of Third Street
and North Grand Avenue,” or by their actual locations of 212-214 and 220 North Grand Avenue.

The railroad spur shown on the right was the reason these buildings were historically used by
wholesale food and produce firms.

Both of the buildings had full basements and were three stories in height. The McCord building
was 88 x 120 feet. The Liebhardt building appears to be slightly larger — a size of 18,800 square feet
was listed in one of the Pueblo industrial journals.

THE McCORD MERCANTILE COMPANY was a St. Joseph, Missouri firm that was estab-
lished in Pueblo in 1887 and incorporated in Pueblo in 1890. It appears George Bragdon was
their first partner because the 1886 directory lists the McCord Bragdon Company at “D” and
6th Streets.

George Bragdon was one of their partners over the years. The McCord Bragdon Grocery
Company was organized January 1, 1891 and it occupied the north building at the corner of
3 and North Grand Ave. Officers of the company; were: James McCord, president; James H.
McCord, vice president, and George Bragdon. Both the McCords lived in St. Joseph, Mis-
souri. Bragdon lived in Pueblo.
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We did not find a McCord in the Pueblo directories that was affiliated with the produce
business. Bragdon was killed by lightning en route to his summer home in Beulah. We are not
sure if he was riding in a wagon or an automobile when it happened.

THE G. G. LIEBHARDT PRODUCE COMPANY was established in Denver in 1881. The
Pueblo branch was established February 1, 1897 at 212-214 North Grand Ave. S. S. Maddox
was the manager. They featured a complete line of wholesale produce, fruit, cheese, butter
and eggs. Later they advertised cigars, syrups, etc. They also had branch companies and
warehouses in Colorado Springs and Cripple Creek.

The officers were L. F. Liebhardt, president; G. C. Liebhardt, vice president. Both lived in
Denver and a store manager ran the Pueblo facility.

Other firms located in these buildings at various times include: McCord-Chapman-Greer
Mercantile Company, Tanner Fruit Company, Brinkley Douglass Fruit Company and Colorado
Bedding and Mattress Company.

The 1954 city directory lists American Warehouse (Sam, Abe and Morey Bernstein) as be-
ing located at 220 North Grand. The American Furniture Company used this building as a
warehouse for their store located at 209 North Main.

In 1954 the J. G. Andrews Produce Company was situated at 212 North Grand, (former
Liebhardt building). The 1965 city directory lists them still at that location. The highly suc-
cessful Andrews produce business, begun in 1926 by George Andrews and his brother Joe, is
still being run by George’s descendants, out of a large new building in Pueblo West.

In late 1969 the two connected buildings were torn down to make way for a municipal park-
ing lot. (Photo below, taken in December 1969.)

— Compiled by George R. Williams & Arla Aschermann

Photo by Arla Aschermann
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From the Photograph Department

We continue to find more photographs of the 1921 Pueblo Flood within our collection.
So far we have put together two 4-inch (overflowing) notebooks with photographs and data
sheets. We appreciate any and all donations of historical photographs; we encourage some
history and dates, if possible, behind each one and the donor’s name.

The two 1921 Flood photographs shown below were donated by Edna (Allison) Daven-
port and her daughter, Sally Kennedy. We thank them.

WE ESPECIALLY INVITE EVERYONE to go to the Heritage Center (201 W. “B” Street) to
view our present display of mounted flood pictures that are part of our collection. You will
find them in the Heritage Room, to your right as you enter the building.

— Sondra Biddle and Mary Wallace

These photographs tak-
en shortly after the June
3, 1921 Flood show some
members of the cleanup
crew.

Here we have Frank E.
Allison Sr. (Edna Daven-
port’s father) on the right
The name of the other
man is not known. Alli-
son worked as truck driv-
er for Ridenaur Baker
Grocery — Lamkin and
“D” Street.

The truck was a Nash —
License: 1921 - 3-780.

Others of the cleanup
crew. Frank Allison has
his foot on the step of a
truck.

The photographer was:
Charles E. Rose
No. 323 Victoria Ave.
Phone 1059 W
Pueblo, Colorado
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Editor's note: This photo-
graph, taken in the Station KCSJ-TV studio, appeared on the cover of the October 2004 Lore but we could
not identify the men until Dale Tursi helped us out. Tursi is a retired Colorado Court of Appeals judge and is
active in the Pueblo County Historical Society and serves on the board of directors of the Southeastern Col-
orado Heritage Center.

| believe the photo was taken in 1956. The gentleman on the far left of the reader is William
(Bill) Lloyd. Bill was born, raised and lived in Pueblo until he died in 1993 at 88 years of age. His
father and grandfather had been involved in the Colorado Coal and Iron Company and then later
the Colorado Fuel & Iron Company (CF&I). Bill was extremely bright. He graduated from Central
High School and the University of Colorado with high honors. Bill was active in the Republican
Party, having been the last Republican to hold office in the state senate when Pueblo was still a
senate and a house district. Bill was state chairman of the Republican Party from 1942 until 1954.
Bill had three daughters. His daughter Audra Culp still lives in Pueblo.

The moderator sitting in the middle | believe is Robert Allings, but there is some dispute on
that.

The third gentleman from the left is Franklin (Frank) Stewart. Frank was born in Roosevelt,
Oklahoma, either in 1921 or 1922. Family moved to Colorado when Frank was very young. The
family lived in Ranson and later for a short period of time in Beulah. Frank attended Colorado Uni-
versity as an undergraduate and later law school there where he met Jack Jenkins and was as-
signed to be Jack’s reader. (Ed. Note: Jack Jenkins was blind due to a high school accident.) He
was an officer in the Navy during WW Il and later worked with the Nuremberg trials staff. In the
1940s he returned to Colorado and joined Jack in forming the firm of Jenkins and Stewart, later
Jenkins, Stewart and Tursi. During the 1950s he served in the Colorado House of Representatives
where he had an outstanding record. In 1958 he ran for the 3rd Congressional seat but was de-
feated in the democratic primary by Fred Betz of Lamar. He ran again in 1960 and beat Fred in the
primary, but lost to Congressman J. Edgar Chenoweth. In late 1961 he was selected by the Kenne-
dy administration to work in the state department’s Financial Aid program and served in Nicara-
gua, Colombia, Uruguay and later ran the program in Vietham. Frank retired from the Aid program
in the late 1980s and moved with his wife Betty to her hometown of Marion, Virginia. He died three
years ago.

Although Bill and Frank were on opposite sides of the political arena, they were very close
and respectful friends.

The gentleman sitting on the far right | do not know. — Dale Tursi
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What
is going on at the
Heritage Center
this
month?

April will be an exciting month at the Southeastern Colorado Heritage Center. In early
April a large exhibit will open centering on the Pueblo Dodgers baseball team. Although
the Dodgers will be the centerpiece, the exhibit will focus on Pueblo’s rich history in base-
ball and will include the CF & | leagues, the Walter’'s Brewery teams and various other
teams from Beulah to Burnt Mill. Highlighting this exhibit will be a display of baseball pin-
ball machines and penny arcades. Including a 1955 Sluggin’ Champ pinball machine, a 1936
vintage “Texas Leaguer” Penny Arcade, and various penny flips and popup baseball
games from the 1920’s through the 1940’s. This exhibit will run through October.

Opening on the 19™ of April and running through April 23" will be the Pride City Quilters
Guild annual show, featuring nearly 200 quilts. A boutique will accompany this event.

Exhibits that opened in March include “Curlers and Curves” featuring a beauty shop of
the depression era to go alongside of the popular “Granny’s Kitchen” exhibit. A turn of the
century Millinery and Hat Shop draws much attention from adults and school children. The
“Women Who Dared” exhibit features the areas prominent women from throughout the last
century is also a favorite. The Heritage Room features a photo exhibit of the June 1921
Flood and the entryway to the museum is lined with photographs of Pueblo’s “Lost Build-
ings”, buildings that are no longer with us. The Blake Collection of Pre-Puebloan pottery
has been expanded to include more pieces on display and the McCrum Collection of Native
American artifacts has been expanded with much more of the collection on exhibit.

Carryover exhibits include a tribute to Pueblo’s saddle makers with over 50 saddles on
display, “Trails to Rails,” a fascinating exhibit on Pueblo’s early railroads. Along the north
wall is an exhibit that traces the Hispanic Heritage in Colorado.

During the Month of March the Heritage Center was host to many school groups from
District 60 and 70 and several of the private schools in the area. The educational trunk ex-
hibits are almost finished and in-school presentations are rapidly being scheduled with ar-
ea schools. Canon City Schools has invited the Heritage Center to participate in their annu-
al Heritage Days celebration and the Bessemer Academy desires an ongoing program.

The restored office complex will be complete this month and the staff will move from
their temporary quarters on the second level adjacent to the Edward Broadhead Library to
the renovated offices in the West Wing.

The Southeastern Colorado Heritage Center invites you to tour the museum and facility
Tuesday through Saturday from 10:00a.m. to 4:00p.m. Admission is always free.

— Dwight Hunter

THE PAST IS HER[.'
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Membership Dinner Meeting
April 14, 2005

Ramada Inn (formerly HOLIDAY INN)

4001 N. Elizabeth Street
Buffet Dinner 6:00 p.m.

Program 7:10 p.m.
$11.00

For reservations call George Williams — 543-5294
Before Noon April 12th.
Program: Japanese Relocation Camp at Amache, CO.

JOHN HOPPER is a social studies teacher at Granada High School east of Lamar, Colora-
do. For our April 14 dinner meeting he will bring some of his students to explain their research
on the Amache Japanese Relocation Camp near Granada. This camp was established by the
U.S. Government during World War II.

A few years ago Hopper sponsored a group of students which they decided to call “The
Amache Preservation Society.” Their goal was to learn more about the Amache camp, to learn
why it was established and what it was like living there. They learned that many people are
not aware of some of the actions taken during World War Il. The students responded well and
have worked extensively toward restoring and maintaining the camp, and establishing a muse-
um.

This is bound to be an interesting program, presenting another facet of our history.

A REMINDER —

You will find a notice on our Notes page about the dedication of Adaline Bent’s tombstone
at Roselawn Cemetery at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 10.

This will be a brief ceremony arranged by members of the Pueblo Pioneer Cemetery Asso-
ciation. Sondra Biddle will emcee the program and will introduce Allen H. “Red” Withers, rep-
resenting the William Bent family, and George Williams, president of Pueblo County Historical
Society which arranged for placing of the headstone.

The Rev. Ken Butcher will dedicate the stone; Ken and Barbara Butcher will play the guitar
accompaniment for hymn “Amazing Grace” to conclude the ceremony.

A POINT TO PONDER —

One of our members remarked about the cost of the bicycles listed in the article about Al-
bert Pope in the February issue of the Lore: $100. It seemed to him to be quite a lot of money
for those days. Sure enough. He consulted the internet and learned that in 1913 (the chart did
not go earlier) $100 was worth $1889 in today’s money. They must have been good bicycles!
So, what we think to be a fairly inexpensive means of transportation was restricted to the pluto-
crats prior to WW |.
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Minutes of PCHS Board of Directors Meeting March 5, 2005
Directors and officers present: George Williams, Dwight Hunter, Pattee Williams, Kathy

Cline, George Abel, Bill Crain, Bob Strader, Susan Adamich, Sandy Hilvitz, Mary Wallace,
Peggy Willcox, Chris Ball, Larry Frank, Dorothy Hammond, Arla Aschermann

1. Quorum established. Meeting called to order by G. Williams at 9:40 a.m.

2. Welcome Larry Frank, new board member.

3. Minutes. Approved.

4. Treasurers report. Approved.

5. Chris Ball will e-mail calling lists.

6. Brad Padula will present program at March dinner meeting. Program needed for April meeting. B. Strad-

er and G. Williams will work on finding a program.

7. Requests for Letters of Support from PCHS for SHF grants for Pueblo County Courthouse renovation
assessment and Co. State Hospital video. Motion to send letters for both requests made by B. Crain
and seconded by M. Wallace. Approved.

8. Co. State Hospital has requested use of the PCHS library and access to photos and artifacts for video.
Motion made to approve with stipulation that PCHS will be acknowledged as participant in project.
Motion made by M. Wallace and seconded by G. Abel. Approved.

9. Discussion regarding grant for mine Rescue Car from Energy Impact Fund. The grant requires sponsor
from local government. The County appears to be the best sponsor. G. Williams will continue to
work with the County on this project.

10.Request for authorization to apply for grants in 2005. Motion to approve applications for all grants in
2005 that will benefit the PCHS. Motion made by D. Hunter and seconded by B. Crain. Approved.

11. M. Wallace introduced a new museum loan form. Discussion. A committee will meet with the insur-
ance carrier to review forms and insurance requirements for loan recipients. Discussion to purchase
a digital camera to take picture of artifact that identifies the condition prior to loan. Motion made by
P. Willcox to purchase digital camera and seconded by S. Adamich. Approved.

12. SCHC Annual Meeting set for March 18. All PCHS members are urged to attend.

13. B. Strader has completed brochures and ordered 3000 black & white copies from CSU-Pueblo for
$75.00. B. Strader is waiting for prices on color copies of brochure.

14. Photo and Museum reports: M. Wallace reports that there have been many requests for photos. G.
Abel reported that the artifact entries are incomplete. G. Abel requested assistance for data entry
and development of a spread sheet.

15. Lore: Great improvement, thank you to LORE committee. Discussion for upgrade of Arla’s computer.
P. Williams will check with DELL about new computer.

16. DSL for PCHS will be requested when SCHC office move to new area.

17. Heritage Media: D. Hunter reported that the issue is almost resolved. PCHS will be able to reprint
book.

18. Web Page is updated. LORE index will be on web page soon.

19. Centennial Annuals and Pueblo City Directories. PCHS Library is authorized to make trades as needed
to fill voids.

20. Historic Preservation Month Honors. PCHS has determined honorees.

21. Summer Picnic: S. Adamich will chair committee.

22. By-laws revisions in progress.

23. D. Hunter and K. Cline provided SCHC report.

24. Adeline Bent’s tombstone: Motion made by B. Crain and seconded by P. Willcox to pay Roselawn the
money PCHS raised to complete project. Approved.

25. PCHS storage. B. Crain and G. Abel will move forward with constructing walls around storage area.

26. Signage: Motion made by P. Willcox and seconded by B. Strader to provide signage for PCHS Library.
Approved.

27. Picture Rail: Motion made by P. Willcox and seconded by S. Adamich to place picture railing in PCHS
library. Approved.

28. Educational trunks: D. Hunter requested that the proceeds from the drawings at the dinner meetings
for the next three be used to purchase educational trunk materials for SCHC. Motion made by B.
Strader and seconded by M. Wallace to use drawing proceeds from March, April and May drawing for
educational trunks. Approved.

29. Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

— Kathy Cline, Secretary



MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
(As of March 15, 2005)

Regular Memberships

Gary & Leilani Adrian
Mary Ann Korber Agler

North Platte, NE
Mary Ardell
Kaye Baxter
Gus & Betty Ruth Braun
Freckles Bustos
Wayne & Virginia Carter
Eddie & LaJean Chance
Anna Hall
Mark & Brenda Koch
Monty & Diane Leach
Clotilde Mabes
Kelly Preisser
Braxton Ratcliff
Mary Redwine
Ed Simonich
Phyllis Smith
Wayne Smyer
James Sudduth, D.D.S.
Jeanette Sullivan
Mary Theis
Judy Trujillo
Arnold & Pattie VanZandt
Vivian Walker
John Weiler

Colorado Springs, CO

Supporting.
Cliff & Lunda Brice
Bill and Ellen Crain
Bernice Krasovec

Sponsors
Robert Carlile
Chico, CA

NEW MEMBERS
(As of March 15, 2005)

Regular Memberships
Patricia Bertelli & L.E. Gant
Joanne and Ed Dodds
Theresa McRae

Colorado Springs, CO
Jerry & Jackie Miller
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Pioneer Cemetery
Will coordinate the dedication
of Adaline Bent’s tombstone
at 2:00 P.M. on Wednesday,
April 20" at the Roselawn
Cemetery. Funds for the
tombstone have come from
raffle proceeds at PCHS din-
ner meetings and donations.
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The Museum at the Heritage
Center has a new exhibit in
April: Pueblo baseball. Ongo-
ing exhibits: Granny’s Kitch-
en/ Curlers and Curves, Pueb-
lo saddle Makers, trails to
Rails, Colorado Hispanic Her-
itage, Blake Family Collec-
tion, Pueblo’s Lost Buildings,
and the 1921 Flood — Pictori-
al. The museum is open from
10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. daily
and 1s located in the Heritage
Center at 201 West “B” Street
across the street from the Un-
ion Depot. If you haven’t yet
visited it, it is well worth your
time.

CALENDAR

— Monday, March 28, 1:30 P.M. Lore Committee meeting.

— Saturday, April 2, 9:30 A.M. Board Meeting at the Heritage Center.

— Thursday, April 14, 6:00 P.M. Membership dinner meeting at the Ramada Inn, 4001
North Elizabeth. Program is on the Amache Japanese Relocation Camp of WWII.

........ April, 2005

Southeastern Colorado Herit-
age Center

HELP WANTED

The Heritage Center staff is in
need of help with the mainte-
nance of the Center. The hir-
ing of plumbers, electricians
and carpenters is very expen-
sive. If you have the skills and
a little time that you can con-
tribute, call Dwight Hunter or
Kathy Cline at 295-1517.

LS

Recent Additions to the
Edward
Broahead Library

Landmarks and Legacies: A
History of Pueblo’s Union Av-
enue Historic District by
Kathie White

Sunrise: A Chronology of a
Wyoming Mine by R.W. Mac-
Cannon Publishd by the Besse-
mer Historical Society

We have two old saddle cata-
logs: A Heiser Catalog, undat-
ed and a 1938 Fred Mueller
Catalog.

seokskoskosk

Last month’s raffle pro-

ceeds will be used for the pur-
chase of educational trunks for
use by elementary school chil-

dren visiting the museum at the
Heritage Center.
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Membership Application

| wish to join Renew my membership

Name: Telephone

Address: E-mail address

(Mailing Address if different)

City: State: Zip:

Student $12.00 Sponsor $100.00
Single $20.00 Patron $300.00
Couple/Family $28.00 Benefactor $1,000.00
Supporting $50.00 Institutional/

$1,000.00 Please mail your check and application to
Pueblo County Historical Society
201 W. “B” Street
Pueblo, Colorado 81003




